Women’s Apologetics, fall 2007:“My Judgment is Just” 

Day 10 - 29 October 2007

I. Housekeeping, song & prayer

II. Introduction: Pope John Paul II’s teaching on hell

III. Refresher course on sin

IV. Hell is a state of eternal damnation

V. We are saved from going to hell by Jesus who conquered Satan 

"If we do the will of Christ, we shall obtain rest; but if not, if we neglect his commandments, nothing will rescue us from eternal punishment." Second Clement 5:5 (A.D. 150)

II.
Introduction

“God is the infinitely good and merciful Father. But man, called to respond to him freely, can unfortunately choose to reject his love and forgiveness once and for all, thus separating himself forever from joyful communion with him. It is precisely this tragic situation that Christian doctrine explains when it speaks of eternal damnation or hell. It is not a punishment imposed externally by God but a development of the premises already set by people in this life… [Hell]… is the ultimate consequence of sin itself, which turns against the person who committed it. It is the state of those who definitively reject the Father’s mercy, even at the last moment of life.” Pope John Paul II, 1999

III.
Refresher course on sin

· “Mortal sin destroys charity in the heart of a man by a grave violation of God’s law; it turns man away from God, who is his ultimate end and his beatitude, by preferring an inferior good to him. Venial sin allows charity to subsist, even though it offends and wounds it.” (CCC 1855) (distinction, 1 Jn 5:16-17)

· Mortal sin has three characteristics: grave matter (specified by the Ten Commandments, see Mk 10:19), full knowledge, and complete consent. 

· There is a double consequence of sin (CCC 1472):

· “Eternal punishment” – grave sin deprives us of communion with God and therefore makes us incapable of eternal life.

· “Temporal punishment” – every sin, even venial, entails an unhealthy attachment to creatures which must be purified either here on earth or after death in purgatory.

· The Sacrament of Reconciliation is the sure remedy for eternal punishment, and some or all of temporal punishment depending on the person’s disposition.

IV.
Hell is a state of eternal damnation

· Hell in the Old Testament: “In the OT the condition of the dead had not yet been fully disclosed by Revelation.” It was thought:

· The dead were amassed in Sheol, a land of darkness (Ps 30:10, 88:7, 13)

· A pit from which one cannot reascend (Jb 7:9)

· A place in which it is impossible to praise God (cf. Is 38:18; Ps 6:6)

· Hell in the New Testament: “The NT sheds new light on the condition of the dead, proclaiming above all that Christ by his Resurrection conquered death and extended his liberating power to the kingdom of the dead. Redemption nevertheless remains an offer of salvation which it is up to people to accept freely.”

NT images of hell:

· Fiery furnace, where people will “weep and gnash their teeth” (Mt 13:42; cf. 25:30, 41)

· Gehenna, with its “unquenchable fire” (Mk 9:43)

· Revelation portrays those who exclude themselves from the book of life as being in a “pool of fire.”

· 2 Thes 1:9 says those who reject the Gospel are preparing for “eternal destruction and exclusion from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His might.”

· Parable of the rich man illustrates these images, explaining that “hell is a place of eternal suffering, with no possibility of return, nor of the alleviation of pain”: Lk 16:19-31

"The teaching of the Church affirms the existence of hell and its eternity. Immediately after death the souls of those who die in a state of mortal sin descend into hell, where they suffer the punishments of hell, ‘eternal fire.’ The chief punishment of hell is eternal separation from God, in whom alone man can possess the life and happiness for which he was created and for which he longs" (CCC 1035).

· St. Catherine of Siena (14th century, Italian, 24th of 25 children) was given special revelation about the torments of hell. God showed her that there were four:

1 eternal separation from God / being deprived of seeing God

2 “ceaseless regret and agonizing about what has been lost”

3 “the demonic vision of the source of evil itself, which intensifies all the torments”

4 “ceaseless burning of an immaterial fire that has as many forms as the forms of the sins that were committed, and is more or less severe in proportion to their seriousness.”

“The images of hell that Sacred Scripture presents to us must be correctly interpreted. They show the complete frustration and emptiness of life without God…This is how the Catechism of the Catholic Church summarizes the truths of faith on this subject: ‘To die in mortal sin without repenting and accepting God's merciful love means remaining separated from him for ever by our own free choice.(n. 1033).’ Eternal damnation, therefore, is not attributed to God’s initiative because in his merciful love he can only desire the salvation of the beings he created. In reality, it is the creature who closes himself to his love. Damnation consists precisely in definitive separation from God, freely chosen by the human person and confirmed with death that seals his choice forever. God’s judgment ratifies this state.”

“As each person dies, he or she actually rushes to where they want to be. In a very real way each person chooses their own destiny over the course of their lifetime and, at the moment of death, embraces what has truly become their choice.” St. Catherine of Siena

V.
We are saved from going to hell by Jesus who conquered Satan

· JPII refers to the fall of Lucifer and the bad angels to emphasize that we also have the choice of saying “yes” or “no” to God: “What happened to them is a warning to us: it is a continuous call to avoid the tragedy which leads to sin and to conform our life to that of Jesus who lived his life with a "yes" to God.”

· Scripture and Tradition regarding hell have a two-fold emphasis (CCC1036):

· “the call to the responsibility incumbent upon man to make use of his freedom in view of his eternal destiny”

· “the urgent call to conversion” (Mt 7:13-14)

· JPII continues, “the thought of hell… must not create anxiety or despair, but is a necessary and healthy reminder of freedom within the proclamation that the risen Jesus has conquered Satan, giving us the Spirit of God who makes us cry ‘Abba, Father’ (Rm 8:15; Gal 4:6)”

