Women’s Apologetics, fall 2007:“My Judgment is Just” 

Day 9 – 22 October 2007

I. Housekeeping, song & prayer

II. Introduction, source and starting points

III. The fullness of communion with God

IV. Biblical understanding of heaven

V. Heaven is anticipated in the sacramental life

“Christ is the King of love and therefore the final judgment on man and his world will be a judgment on love. Our place on one side or the other will depend on whether or not we have loved. The kingdom Christ offers us is also a task given to each one of us. It is our responsibility to bring it about through those acts of love described with great realism by the Gospel.” Pope John Paul II, 1996

JPII emphasized that heaven, hell and purgatory are states and not places
“It is always necessary to maintain a certain restraint in describing these ‘ultimate realities’ since their depiction is always unsatisfactory…” 

III.
Heaven: the Fullness of Communion with God

Heaven “is neither an abstraction nor a physical place in the clouds, but a living, personal relationship with the Holy Trinity. It is our meeting with the Father which takes place in the risen Christ through the communion of the Holy Spirit… Those who have welcomed God into their lives and have sincerely opened themselves to his love, at least at the moment of death, will enjoy that fullness of communion with God which is the goal of human life… Heaven is the ultimate end and fulfillment of the deepest human longings, the state of supreme, definitive happiness (CCC1024).” Pope John Paul II, 1999

IV.
Biblical understandings of heaven:
1. When heaven is referred to along with earth, it refers to a part of the created universe (see Gen 1:1)

2. Dwelling place of God, who is thus distinguished from human beings (see Ps. 104:2; 115:16; Is 66:1)

a. God sees and judges from the heights of heaven (Ps 113:4-9)

b. God comes down when he is called upon (Ps 18:9,10; 144:5)

c. Heaven cannot contain God (1 Kgs 8:27)

d. “Heaven” is listed as one of God’s names (1 Macc 3:18, 19, 50, 60; 4:24, 55)

3. The place where believers, through grace, can also ascend (Enoch in Gen 5:24; Elijah in 2 Kgs 2:11)

a. therefore, heaven becomes an image of life in God

4. In the New Testament, the mystery of heaven is intensified in light of the life, death and resurrection of Christ:

a. Heaven is used as a descriptor/identifier of the saving work of Christ:

i.  Jesus ‘passed through the heavens’ (Heb 4:14) 

ii. Jesus ‘entered, not into a sanctuary made with hands, a copy of the true one, but into heaven itself’ (Heb 9:24)

b. Jesus, the Lord, joins the Father in his dwelling place in heaven: “The fatherhood of God, who is rich in mercy, is experienced by creatures through the love of God’s crucified and risen Son, who sits in heaven on the right hand of the Father as Lord.”

c. It is re-emphasized that heaven is our destiny, but now Christ becomes the facilitator: in Christ and by the love of the Father, believers are raised and made citizens of heaven (Eph 2:4-7)

5. Restoration of full communion:

(image)

Fullness of communion with God

Incorporation in Christ

Insertion into Christ’s paschal mystery

“The ultimate end of the whole divine economy is the entry of God’s creatures into the perfect unity of the Blessed Trinity.” (CCC 260)

“By his death and Resurrection, Jesus Christ has ‘opened’ heaven to us. The life of the blessed consists in the full and perfect possession of the fruits of the redemption accomplished by Christ. He makes partners in his heavenly glorification those who have believed in him and remained faithful to his will. Heaven is the blessed community of all who are perfectly incorporated into Christ.” (CCC 1026)

Jesus’ prayer in John 17

V. Sacramental life is an anticipation of heaven, because it begins the process of our insertion into Christ’s paschal mystery or our sacramental immersion into Christ:

All of the sacraments tend toward completion in the next world, where Christ’s work of crafting a new world will come to completion:

1. Baptism – births us as a new creation, God’s children, beginning the process of our wholeness, our return from the separation of sin to the communion of heaven;

2. Confirmation – sets on us the pledge and seal of eternal life;

3. Eucharist – the celebration of the wedding banquet of the Lamb, the sacrament which most intensely anticipates our heavenly union with Christ because in the Eucharist he is physically present to us and we are physically united;

4. Marriage – symbolizes the marriage of Christ and the church which is consummated in heaven;

5. Holy orders – makes effectively present Christ, the High Priest, in heaven now, and whose priestly ministry before the Father overflows into this world through the ministry of the ordained;

6. Reconciliation – exposing our sins now to the light of God’s judgment, anticipating the day when all things will be reconciled in Christ;

7. Anointing – healing that anticipates heaven’s wholeness, and prepares us for death

In death we complete our participation in Christ’s paschal mystery because we pass in fullness from death into life; we complete what was begun here as we die and rise with Christ into the presence of the Father.

Revisiting CCC 1026 we find echoes of the notion of divinization, particularly in the phrase, “He makes partners in his heavenly glorification.”

· Here is the way that Tom Neal describes divinization:

· God became human and shared in the fullness of human life to open to humans a full share in the divine life.

· God does not just sign legal documents and adopt us as a legal guardian: he re-births us so that we are his own sons and daughters who are given access to his most intimate chambers (2 Pt 1:4)

· In John 6 Jesus is talking about granting us access to eternal life in unimaginable ways: re-birth was not enough; he has to feed us with divinity through his humanity. He says that in the same way that he has life because of the Father, those who eat and drink of him will have life.

· Jesus is God, begotten of the Father by his very nature and essence; we are “divinized” by grace and participation. Jesus is God by nature; we by gift.

· The miracles in the lives of the saints are a sign that this divinization is beginning: premonition is a share in divine omniscience, bilocation a share in divine omnipresence, the power to forgive sins a share in his mercy.

· Sts. Irenaeus (2nd c.) and Athanasius (5th c.) said it this way: “God became man so that man might become God.” 

· Love could allow for no less, as it demands that the lover share all that it is…
“To live in heaven is ‘to be with Christ.’ The elect live ‘in Christ,’ but they retain, or rather find, their true identity, their own name.” (CCC 1025)



















