Catholic Social Teaching: Part 2

WHEEL OF JUSTICE
· In June, 1998 the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops developed a paper titled “Sharing Catholic Social Teaching: Challenges & Directions” – in it they laid out 7 principles that stem originally from their 1986 pastoral letter on the economy. 
1. Life and Dignity of the Human Person

2. Call to Family, Community, and Participation

3. Rights and Responsibilities

4. Option for the Poor and Vulnerable

5. The Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers

6. Solidarity

7. Care for God’s Creation
· Later that same year William J. Byron, S.J. expanded the 7 principles to 10.  
· The first principle was divided into 2 principles to emphasize the inherent dignity of the human person as the foundational principle.  
· The wheel also includes the principle of common good since it flows from and to the dignity of each person.
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The U.S. Bishops started with several premises:

· That human beings are made in the image and likeness of God
· Made in a divine image, we are endowed with a human soul with two great powers:
1. Intellect - enables us to recognize and understand God’s command to do good and avoid evil
2. Free will - Enables us to choose good with the guidance of our conscience and to obey God’s law of love
· Original sin has weakened us, inclining us to commit evil by making bad judgments and choosing lesser gods
Dignity of the Human Person 
· "Every human being is created in the image of God and redeemed by Jesus Christ, and therefore is invaluable and worthy of respect as a member of the human family."
· Every person, regardless of age, sex, race, gender, religion, or economic status, has the special dignity that comes from being a child of God. 

· Our value is rooted fundamentally in who we are, not in what we do.

· Being created in God’s image involves:

· PURPOSE – I am made in His image to be his image and reflect that image to the other.
· PROMISE – Because I am made in God’s image I promise to be faithful to that image and to do God’s will
· MEANING - ALL are deserving of respect, reverence and awe.

Faith in Action: 

1. See human dignity as a starting point for moral decision-making.  In the U.S. Bishops’ pastoral letter Economic Justice for All, they urge us to always ask what our decisions and actions are doing for and to people. 
2. Believe in your own worth.  We too are precious and unique.

3. Treat others with great respect.  We too easily get trapped into thinking of others according to some stereotype, or we enter into racist jokes or sexist comments. 

Respect for Life
· "Every person, from the moment of conception to natural death, has inherent dignity and a right to life consistent with that dignity."  
Catechism: The value and dignity of a person cannot be diminished by race, gender, age, disability or poverty.  The test of every institution or policy is whether it enhances or threatens human life and dignity.  CCC 1930
Scriptural Foundation:

· Gen. 1:26-27 (created in the image of God)

· Deut. 30:19 (choose life)

· Psalm 8:5-7 (humans made little less than a god)

· John 12:32 (Christ will draw all to himself)

· 1 Cor. 15:22 (Christ died for all)

Call to Family, Community, and Participation
· "We believe people have a right and a duty to participate in society, seeking together the common good and well-being of all, especially the poor and the vulnerable."
· Humans were created by God to be social by nature not by choice.

· The family is the basic cell of the community. 
Catechism: No relationship is more important than family – this is where we learn about moral principles and where we learn to act on them.  The state and all other institutions must respect the family and foster and protect it.  CCC 2207
Scriptural Foundation:

· Gen. 17:7-8 (God covenants with a people)

· Ex. 6:6-8 (God’s covenant frees a people)

· Lev. 19:9-15, 35-37; Deut. 14:22-29, 15:1-18, 24:10-22 (some of the covenant social laws)

· Jer. 32:38-40 (God’s covenant with a people and their children)

· Mark 1:14-15 (the reign of God, a social image)

· Luke 22:14-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-26; Heb. 8:7-12 (Christ’s new covenant)
Rights & Responsibilities
· Basic justice demands that every person has a minimum level of participation in the life of the human community.  The ultimate injustice is for a person or group to be treated as if they were nonmembers of the human race.  Economic Justice for All 

· All of God’s people should have food, work, clothes, shelter, education, and health care when they are sick.  We say we have a fundamental “right” to these.  Rights have corresponding “responsibilities.” 
· A "right" is a moral claim that is based on one's dignity. These moral claims are of two types:
1. Civil and political rights such as freedom of speech, freedom of assembly, and the other rights found in the U.S. Bill of Rights.

2. Economic rights such as food and shelter which might be thought of as "empowerments."  They are claims made on others in society for specific goods that enable people to realize full human dignity.
· Economic rights include the basic material necessities that are required to live decently: the rights to life, food, clothing, shelter, rest, medical care, and basic education. 
· In order to ensure these necessities, all persons have a right to earn a living.
Faith in Action: people have a right to adequate employment, but they also 
have a duty to work and a responsibility to provide adequate income for their families.
Scriptural Foundation:

· Deut. 5:17, 30:19 (right to life)

· Sirach 34:22 (rights of workers)

· Psalm 146:5-8 (freedom from oppression)

· Isaiah 10:1-2 (against unjust laws)
Common Good (CCC 1905-1912, 1924-1927)

· Quoting Gaudium et Spes, the Catechism states that:

The common good comprises “the sum total of social conditions which allow people, either as groups or as individuals, to reach their fulfillment more fully and more easily.”  (CCC 1924)
3 essential elements:
1. respect for the person

2. the social well-being and development of the community

3. peace and security

· Subsidiarity (CCC 1897-1904) - "This principle deals chiefly with 'the responsibilities and limits of government, and the essential roles of voluntary associations."
· The principle of subsidiarity puts a proper limit on government by insisting that no higher level of organization should perform any function that can be handled efficiently and effectively at a lower level of organization by human persons who, individually or in groups, are closer to the problems and closer to the ground.  

Faith in Action:

1. Develop a global outlook.  Pray over issues like the African drought, the effects of acid rain, Peace Corps.
2. Find ways to promote the common good.  Consider how a consumer-oriented lifestyle affects other nations or impacts the environment.  Consider purchasing Fair Trade items or food/materials which support small growers/local artisans (globally).
Option for the Poor and Vulnerable 
· "In a society marred by deepening divisions between rich and poor, our tradition recalls the story of the last judgment (Matt. 25:31-46) and instructs us to put the needs of the poor and vulnerable first." 
· John Paul II has spoken of this special obligation to the poor as "a preferential, but not exclusive, love of the poor.”  Preferential Option for the Poor

Catechism:  We are called as Christians to respond to the needs of all of our brothers and sisters, especially those with the greatest needs: through acts of charity, through meeting the immediate material needs of those who are poor and vulnerable, through our own participation in society, by shaping political and economic institutions that meet basic needs, by promoting justice, and ensuring the participation of all.   CCC 2444
Scriptural Foundation:

· Ex. 22:20-22; Lev. 19:33-34; Deut. 24:17-18 (laws protecting aliens, widows, orphans)

· Ex. 22:24-26; Lev. 25:23-28; Deut. 15:1-11, 23:20, 24:6 and 10-13 (laws protecting debtors)
· Deut. 14:28-29, 26:12-13 (laws providing for the poor)

· Matt. 25:31-46 (judgment of the nations)

· Luke 4:16-21 (Jesus’ mission to the poor/outcast)

· Luke 14:12-14 (reach out to the poor/vulnerable)

Faith in Action:

1. Be directly connected to the poor.  Spend time at with those less fortunate (Maryland Oaks, HOPE Community)   
HOPE = Housing Opportunities and Personal Empowerment
2. Ask questions and search for answers.  

3. Start to advocate.  It is important that we become advocates for the healing of political and economic relationships and policies that are broken.   www.networklobby.org  Network (National Social Justice Catholic Lobby) is a global leader which educates, organizes and lobbies for economic and social transformation.
4. Work with the poor as they help themselves.  Participate in projects such as Habitat for Humanity or HOPE Community where all parties are mutually engaged in activities.  
5. Watch your money.  Dedication to the poor often times results in a simpler lifestyle with few things and less preoccupation with money and possessions.
6. Give money.  The key is give with joy.  Our faith tradition tells us that we discover our lives only as we give them away.
The Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers
· The economy must serve people, not the other way around. Work is more than a way to make a living; it is a form of continuing participation in God’s creation.  
Catechism:  Work is an opportunity to collaborate with God in the development of creation.  Employers should treat workers with respect.  People have a right to productive work, to fair wages, and to private property and economic initiative.  The economy exists to serve people, not the other way around.   CCC 2213
Scriptural Foundation:

· Gen. 2:2-3 (God labors and rests)

· Gen. 2:15 (humans cultivate earth)

· Ex. 20:9-11, 23:12, 34:21; Lev. 23:3; Deut. 5:12-15 (Sabbath gave laborers rest)

· Isaiah 58:3 (do not drive laborers)

· Matt. 20:1-16 (Jesus uses wage law in parable)

· Mark 6:3 (Jesus worked as a carpenter)

· Matt. 10:9-10; Luke 10:7; 1 Tim. 5:17-18 (laborer deserves pay)

Faith in Action:

1. Take a fresh look at your work.  How many of us put “spirituality” together with work?

2. Be attentive to questions of justice at your workplace.  Our view of the relationship between workers and owners probably depends more on our profession and economic bracket than on the social teachings of the Church.  

3. Recognize values and limits in both capitalism and socialism.  During 100 years of CST there have been criticisms of both systems; neither has a corner on good – or evil.  
Solidarity
· "Catholic social teaching proclaims that we are our brothers' and sisters' keepers wherever they live. We are one human family…learning to practice the virtue of solidarity means learning that 'loving our neighbor' has global dimensions in an interdependent world."  
· Our commitment to the common good means we stand in solidarity with the poor … and the stranger.
· John Paul II urged Catholics to look behind the poverty present in the world to see the moral evil that is too often causing it. He was especially concerned with unjust “structures of violence”.  

· To respond to these structures, JPII called for “a commitment to the good of one’s neighbor with the readiness, in the gospel sense, to ‘lose oneself’ for the sake of the other instead of exploiting him, and to ‘serve him’ instead of oppressing him for one’s own advantage.”  (Sollicitudo Rei Socialis: On Social Concern)

Catechism:  We are one family, regardless of our national, racial, ethnic, economic, and ideological differences.  Solidarity requires a social order where goods are fairly distributed and the dignity of all is respected.  It calls us to work for world peace, global development, protection of the environment, and international human rights.   CCC 2402
Scriptural Foundation:

· Gen. 4:9 "Then the Lord said to Cain, 'Where is your brother Abel?' He answered, 'I do not know. Am I my brother's keeper?' "
· Gen. 22:17-18; Psalm 22:28-29 (save all nations)

· Isaiah 2:1-4; Micah 4:1-3 (peace for all nations)

· Rom. 10:12 (no national distinctions in God)

· Gal. 3:28 (all one in Christ)

Stewardship
· We show our respect for the Creator by our stewardship of creation. Care for the earth is not just an Earth Day slogan, it is a requirement of our faith.  
· The church's teaching about environmental responsibility and stewardship of natural resources is rooted in the message of Genesis -- the goods of the earth are gifts from God.  
Scriptural Foundation:

· Gen. 1:31 (goodness of creation)
· Gen. 2:15 (stewardship of earth)
· Daniel 3:74-81 (all the earth blesses God)

· Hosea 4:1-3 (humans wound the earth)

· Rom. 8:18-25 (all creation await redemption)
Wheel of Justice – Michael Pennock “Catholic Social Teaching: Learning and Living Justice”
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