Catholic Social Teaching: Part 1


BIBLICAL JUSTICE IS SOCIAL JUSTICE

Three characteristics of biblical justice:

1. No definition found in scripture; it is associated with “mercy,” “steadfast love,” and “fidelity.” 

2. Is fundamentally about “making things rights” and not about recognizing or defining individual rights. 

3. It is not blind, nor totally impartial. In the OT there are 4 groups belonging to the fringes of Hebrew society  called the “anawim” (Is. 58): widows, orphans, the poor, and strangers in the land.

CYCLE OF BAAL   (Fr. Fred Kammer, “Doing FaithJustice”)
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ORIGINAL BLESSING – a term which describes what Yahweh must have envisioned at creation: goodness and right order among all peoples; mankind’s sense of being stewards; and awareness of themselves as community.  
BECOME OWNERS - Because of the good things they have and their hard work participating in creation, their understanding of blessing evolves into a sense of ownership.  “This is mine.  I have produced this.  I am the owner.”  

FORGET THE POOR – This sense of ownership breeds a forgetting of the anawim.  Instead of leaving the surplus harvest to be gleaned from the fields by those in need, the farmer’s concern is building larger barns to save it.

FORGET YAHWEH – Along with forgetting the anawim, they forgot who and how Yahweh had been revealed to them. They forgot who was the creator and who was the creation.
CREATE OTHER GODS – The Hebrews, like most societies, had a religious identity, religious leaders, and religious practices and traditions.  

SELF-DESTRUCTION – Yahweh did not cause destruction; they relied on the wisdom of their own schemes – and not on the Lord who was their one sure protector.

PROPHETS: THE POOR – The message of the prophets wasn’t to accuse the people of worshipping false gods … instead their message was “you have forgotten the poor.” 
KILL THE PROPHETS – They received the usual fate of prophets: banishment or death – but the Lord continued to rise up new prophets, often times from the most unlikely of places.
CRY OUT FOR DELIVERANCE – Eventually, from the midst of their own suffering and captivity, the Hebrews repented.  They cried out for mercy and forgiveness.

RESTORATION – Invariably, Yahweh heard the cries of the people, and restored them to the land and to their intimate community with God and with one another.  

VIRTUES
· What is a virtue?  A “habitual and firm disposition to do the good.” (CCC 1803)  Under this definition, justice is a virtue.

· There are 2 major categories of virtues:

1. theological 
2. cardinal 
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CARDINAL VIRTUES
1. Prudence – common sense, human reason married to truth.  St. Thomas Aquinas calls prudence “right reason in action” (CCC 1806)

2. Fortitude – gives us strength and courage to deal with temptations, difficulties and dangers in doing what is right and true. (CCC 1808)  

3. Temperance – moderates the attraction of pleasures and provides balance in the use of created goods (CCC 1809)

      
4. Justice – our constant and permanent determination to give everyone his or her rightful due. (CCC1807)
THEOLOGICAL VIRTUES
1. Faith – empowers us to believe in God and all that God has said and revealed to us, including what the church proposed for our belief, because God is truth itself (CCC 1814)  
2. Hope – helps us desire heaven and eternal happiness, trusting firmly in Christ’s promises and relying, not on our own efforts, but on the help and graces of the Holy Spirit (CCC 1817)

Charity – enables us to love God above everything for his own sake and to love our neighbor as ourselves.  Jesus makes charity his new commandment: “My command to you is love one another (Jn. 15:17).  

3 dimensions of basic justice owed to all people (drawn from St. Thomas Aquinas):
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Commutative Justice – (CCC 2411-2412) justice of exchange between individuals – as in a one-to-one contract.  It is justice based on rights established by an agreement. You get what you pay for AND you’re obligated to pay for what you get.
Distributive Justice – ensures that the benefits and burdens of society are justly (fairly) distributed.

Contributive Justice– applies the gospel message of Jesus to the structures, systems, and laws of society in order to guarantee the rights of individuals. 
FOUNDATIONS (“Sharing Catholic Social Teaching: Challenges & Directions – Reflections of the U.S. Catholic Bishops, 1998)
“The Catholic social tradition is deeply rooted in the Scriptures and expressed in Catholic teaching.  It constitutes, in the words of John Paul II, “the Church’s ‘social doctrine.’”  This tradition is:
· founded on the life and words of Jesus;
· inspired by the passion for justice of the Hebrew prophets;

· articulated by the social teachings of our Church;

· shaped by those who have come before us;

· lived by the People of God.

Catholic social teaching is both true doctrine and a framework for action.  It is not optional or fringe …”
INTRODUCTION TO CST

· The term Catholic Social Teaching (CST) refers to the body of official teachings of the Catholic Church concerned with human life in society in all its dimensions -- cultural, social, economic, political and environmental.
· No official list of documents exists; it is more a matter of general consensus which documents fall into the category of CST.
· In the broad sense, the history of CST encompasses the entire history of the Church … but … as used today, the term generally refers to the development of that tradition within the past 100 years
· With the Second Vatican Council (1962-65), the development of CST began to accelerate rapidly. 
· The landmark 1965 Council document, The Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World, underlined the church’s responsibility, and that of every member, to work for the greater humanization of life in all spheres of society and at every level from family life to national and global community.
· Following the Council, national groups of bishops began reflecting on and applying the principles of justice and peace-making affirmed at Vatican II to their own local situations. 

· In the post-Vatican II years also, numerous centers for study and action on behalf of justice began to be established around the world and many movements dedicated to justice-making and peace were organized to implement the vision. CST began to find its ways into college and university curricula as well and its presence continues to grow there. 
SUMMARY OF MAIN ENCYCLICALS AND DOCUMENTS 
1. Industrial Revolution and its aftermath

	Date
	Author
	Latin
	Theme

	May 15, 1891
	Leo XIII

	Rerum Novarum

On the Condition of Labor

Explores the conditions of the working classes in the wake of the industrial revolution
	· Lays out the rights and responsibilities of capital and labor

· Describes the role of Government in a just society
· Affirms the dignity of work, the right to private property, the right to form & join professional associations

	May 1931
	Pius XI
	Quadragesimo Anno

(After Forty Years) On the Reconstruction of the Social Order

A response to the Great Depression (1929). In Europe, democracy had declined and dictators emerged to take power.
	· Condemns the effects of greed and concentrated political and economic power

· Proposes that social organization be based on the principle of subsidiarity


2. Globalized world 
	Date
	Author
	Latin
	Theme

	May 15, 1961
	John XXIII
	Mater et Magistra

Christianity and Social Progress
	· Identifies the widening gap between the rich & poor nations as a global concern of justice

· Raises concerns about the arms race

	Apr 11, 1963
	John XXIII
	Pacem in Terris

Peace on Earth

Follows 2 early Cold War events: the erection of the Berlin Wall (Aug. 1961) and the Cuban Missile Crisis (Oct. 1962).
	· Focus on human rights as the basis for peace

· Calls for disarmament

· Stating the need for a world-wide institution to promote and safeguard the universal common good

	Dec 1965
	Vatican II
	Gaudium et Spes
Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World

First social teaching to represent opinions of the world's bishops.
	Christians must work to build structures that uphold justice and peace



	Mar 26,

1967
	Paul VI
	Populorum Progressio
On the Development of Peoples

The Vietnam War raged.  African nations fighting wars of independence.
	· Condemns situations that gives rise to global poverty and inequality

· Calls for new international organizations and agreements that promote justice and peace

	May 
1971
	Paul VI
	Octogesima Adveniens

A Call to Action
Follows a decade of action on behalf of civil rights (MLK Jr.); coincides with women's movement of early ‘70s and Vietnam War student protests.
	· Calls for political action for economic justice

· Develops the role of individual local churches in responding to unjust situations and acting for justice

	Nov 30, 1971
	Synod of Bishops
	Justicia in Mundo 

Justice in the World
Strongly influenced by the insights of church leaders from Africa, Asia, and Latin America.  "Liberation" a strong theme.
	States that "action for justice" is a constitutive dimension of the preaching of the Gospel


	Oct 26,
1975
	Paul VI
	Evangeli Nuntiandi
Evangelization in the Modern World
Landmark document in understanding the mission work of the Church 
	· Links the work of doing justice with evangelization
· States the Gospel is about liberation from all oppressive structures


3. Post Industrial world
	Date
	Author
	Latin
	Theme

	1981
	John Paul II
	Laborum Exercems
On Human Work

Huge numbers of people are unemployed or underemployed. Migrant workers typically exploited. 
	· Affirms the dignity of work and the dignity of the worker

· Affirms the rights of labor

· Calls for workplace justice



	1986
	U.S. Bishops
	Economic Justice for All

Every economic decision and institution must be judged in light of whether it protects the dignity of the human person.  In 1986, 33M are poor, 20 to 30M are needy. Unemployment reaches 8M
	Suggests time has come for a "New American Experiment" -- to implement economic rights, to broaden the sharing of economic power, and to make economic decisions more accountable to the common good.

	Dec 30, 1987
	John Paul II
	Sollicitudo rei Socialis
On Social Concern
	· Includes option for the poor as a central tenet of Church teaching

· Develops the notions of solidarity and the 'structures of sin'


	1990
	John Paul II
	Peace with God the Creator, Peace with Creation   

(Pastoral Letter)
	· The ecological crisis is a moral crisis facing humanity

· Respect for nature and ecological responsibility is a key tenet of faith

· The integrity of creation must be upheld

	May 1, 1991
	John Paul II
	Centesimus Annus
The Hundredth Year
	Reaffirms the principles of Catholic Social Teaching over 100 years

	1995
	John Paul II
	Evangelium Vitae

The Gospel of Life
	· Love for others, especially for the poor, is made concrete by promoting justice 
· It is right to struggle against an unjust economic system that does not uphold priority of the human being over capital and land 
· The first and fundamental structure for a "human ecology" is the family, founded on marriage, in which the mutual gift of self as husband and wife creates an environment in which children can be born and grow 
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Begin by explaining Commutative Justice – between individuals – as in a one-to-one contract.



Then introduce the concept of society – Distributive and Contributive Justice. Each involves the more complex and less obvious set of relationships and structures that make up society. 



Distributive justice – how the benefits and burdens of society are distributed.

Examples – tax burdens, social security benefits, FHA loans



Contributive justice – our duty to contribute to the common good.

Examples – voting, paying taxes, etc.





Incivic

Indivicus!
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