Am I My Brother’s Keeper?

The Two Feet of Social Action  (Catholic Campaign for Human Development)
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Communities of Salt & Light

In Communities of Salt & Light: Reflections on the Social Mission of the Parish (July, 2006), the U.S. Bishops say:

“We believe the Church’s social mission is an essential measure of every parish community.”  

“Framework for Integration” of Social Mission in a parish includes seven elements:

1. Prayer and Worship 

“The most important setting for the Church’s social teaching is not in a food pantry on in a legislative committee room, but in prayer and worship, especially gathered around the altar for the eucharist.”

Faith in Action:

Through the liturgy of the word we hear God speaking to us and telling us how we are to live our lives in peace and justice.  We become the Word of God made flesh.

· How we are to have relationship with God the Father and Jesus the Son through the Holy Spirit;

· How we are to be in relationship with each other and with our brothers and sisters throughout the world especially the poor, God’s special concern. 

· How we are to imitate the relationship of the Trinitarian God, one with the other, equal but separate, none with precedence over the other.  (Walter Burghardt)

2. Preaching and Education

“The pulpit is not a partisan rostrum and to try to make it one would be a mistake, but preaching that ignores the social dimensions of our faith does not truly reflect the gospel of Jesus Christ.”

“Our social doctrine must also be an essential part of the curriculum and life of our school, religious education programs, sacramental preparation, and Christian initiation activities.”

Faith in Action:

· We are obligated to educate ourselves and others about social justice. Read all you can about the subject OR attend a program such as JustFaith 
· Study all you can about social issues facing us in the world today: global warming, sweatshops, the death penalty, oppressed and persecuted Christians in the Sudan, poverty, immigration, fair trade/fair wage
3. Supporting the “Salt of the Earth”: Family, Work, Citizenship

“Our parishes need to encourage, support, and sustain lay people in living their faith in the family, neighborhood, marketplace, and public arena … the most challenging work for justice is not done in church committees, but in the secular world of work, family life and citizenship.”

Faith in Action:

· Building and sustaining marriages of fidelity, equality and permanence
· Raising families with gospel values

· Being a good neighbor; welcoming newcomers and immigrants; treating all people with respect and kindness

· Becoming evangelizers and bringing Christian values and virtues into the marketplace

4. Serving the “Least of These”: Outreach and Charity

“The parish is the most significant place where new immigrants and refugees are welcomed into our Church and community.  A Church that teaches an option for the poor must reflect that option in our service of those in need.”

“A parish serious about social ministry will offer opportunities to serve those in need and to advocate for justice and peace.  These are not competing priorities, but two dimensions of the same fundamental mission to protect the life and dignity of the human person.

Faith in Action:

· Just as the gospel tells us our lives will be judged by our response to the “least of these” so, too, our parishes should be measured by our help for the hungry, the homeless, the troubled, and the alienated – in our own community and beyond.

· We do not have to reinvent the wheel - partnerships with Catholic Charities and other organizations within the community are invaluable.

5. Advocating for Justice: Legislative Action

“Parishes need to promote a revived sense of political responsibility calling Catholics to be informed and active citizens …”

“The voices of parishioners need to be heard on behalf of vulnerable children – born and unborn – on behalf of those who suffer discrimination and injustice, on behalf of those without health care or housing, on behalf of our land wand water, our communities and neighborhoods.

Faith in Action:

We are called to speak out - giving a voice to those who have no voice, that is, the poor, the sick, the shut in, the unborn, the dying, the disadvantaged, the immigrants, those imprisoned, the homeless, racial minorities etc.  
· Write a letter to the editor, OR call/write/e-mail your elected officials and let them know how you feel. Very often legislation gets passed to the disadvantage of many, because the elected official simply didn't know how people feel about the subject.  

· Challenge your family and friends to be informed participants in the political process

6. Creating Community: Organizing for Justice

“… church-based and community organizations are making a difference on housing, crime, education, and economic issues in local communities.”

Faith in Action:

· The Catholic Campaign for Human Development provides vital resources to many self-help organizations empowering the poor to seek greater justice.  

· Become active in faith-based community organizations – example: T.E.A.M. (Tallahassee Equal Action Ministry), Good News Ministries, Catholic Charities, HOPE Community.
· Participate in Habitat for Humanity or Fuller Center for Housing, or join a peace and justice organization such as Pax Christi.

7. Building Solidarity: Beyond Parish Boundaries

“Parishes need to be bridge-builders, reminding us that we are part of a Universal Church with ties of faith and humanity to sisters and brothers all over the world.”

“A key test of a parish’s “Catholicity” is its willingness to go beyond its boundaries to serve those in need and work for global justice and peace. 

Faith in Action:

Live as though other people and living things matter. 

· FAST occasionally in solidarity with the hungry and the oppressed 

· LIVE SIMPLY. Do I really need all those gadgets coming out in the stores? Recycling where you can; being a good steward of all our natural resources and of our planet that God has given us.

· PRAY for the poor, the homeless, for an end to sweatshops, etc.

ART Model
Developed by the Office of Justice and Peace of the Diocese of Richmond, the goal of the ART process is to work for social transformation that mirrors the values of God’s reign of justice and peace.

  ACT to meet urgent needs, 

  REFLECT on underlying causes of these  
      needs and on the Church's social teaching, and 

  TRANSFORM social structures to address  
              underlying injustices and root causes 

The act and transform phases of the ART process parallel the distinction between charity and justice  (act to meet immediate needs … and to transform social structures.)

	ACT to meet immediate &  
urgent needs.
	REFLECT on root causes & Catholic social teaching.
	TRANSFORM the  
root social causes.

	Act to alleviate the symptoms of social problems. 

  

Examples:  
  Feed the hungry,  
  Shelter the homeless,  
  Resettle the refugee,  
  Protect victims of 
      domestic violence, 
  Recycle paper. 
  

Come in contact with the issue; allow it to take on a human face. 

 
Perform the Corporal Works of Mercy: 
  feed the hungry, 
  give drink to the thirsty, 
  clothe the naked, 
  shelter the homeless, 
  visit the imprisoned, 
  visit the sick, and 
  bury the dead. 

  SCRIPTURE: 
      Read Matthew 25  and Tobit 2. 
	Ask why?  Why are people hungry, homeless, uprooted, battered or discriminated against?  Why is our ecosystem deteriorating? 

  Listen to those most directly affected -- the poor and marginalized.  Begin to ask deeper questions challenging the status quo. 

  Explore the underlying causes of poverty, violence, racism, homelessness, pollution, and other issues. 

  What does Scripture and Catholic social teaching have to say about these social issues and their causes?


	Transformative action gets at the root causes; it does not stop at alleviating the symptoms. 

People can work for transformation in three arenas:

  Personal -- What changes can I make in my attitudes and lifestyle which can raise my own consciousness and change my practices about this issue?

  Interpersonal -- How can I help the community (i.e. my family, my school, my parish) change their attitudes, actions or practices around this issue?  What is the community of change with which I can become involved in order to help change this present status of this issue?

  Structural -- What can I do to help impact laws, practices, policies or budget allocations in order to change the underlying structures impacting this issue?




  ART also stands for Attend, Research, and Transcend:
1. Attend to the situations of service before you start to act

2. Research both social data and church teaching as you reflect

3. Transcend your own efforts to transform society

PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS

Life and Dignity of the Human Person

· Advocate for public policies that respect human life from conception until natural death.

· Write a letter to the editor of your local newspaper on a life issue.

· Support and volunteer in a program that assists pregnant women.

Call to Family, Community, and Participation

· Attend municipal council meetings, township meetings, or neighborhood meetings.

· Write a thank you note to a civil servant, legislator, or judge whose work you admire.

· Advocate for equal educational opportunities for all children in your community.

Rights and Responsibilities

· Participate in a voter registration drive.

· Vote in every election, exercising your responsibility for participation in decisions that affect the common good.

· Run for political office or support someone who is running for office and shares your values.

Option for the Poor and Vulnerable

· Volunteer or donate resources to an agency that supports and empowers the poor.

· Advocate for public policies that treat the poor with dignity.

· Participate in your diocesan ministry to migrants.

The Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers

· Respect and show appreciation for all occupations.

· Share your job knowledge and skills with others.

· Advocate and/or provide for just wages and benefits.

Solidarity

· Seek out opportunities to know people of other races, cultures, and religions.

· Encourage an inner city parish or school partnership.

· Support and promote Catholic Relief Services.

Stewardship

· Participate in a neighborhood beautification project.
· Support planning efforts to establish areas that are maintained in a natural state.
· Encourage and support public policies that protect the Great Lakes water system.
SOCIAL JUSTICE/CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING RESOURCES

Communities of Salt and Light: Reflections on the Social Mission of the Parish, USCCB, 1994 (rev. July, 2006) (USCCB)
Poverty & Faithjustice: An Adult Education Program on Christian Discipleship in the United States, Catholic Campaign for Human Development, 1998 (USCCB)

Unexpected News: Reading the Bible with Third World Eyes, Robert McAfee Brown, 1984 (Westminster John Knox Press)

Toward a Spirituality for Global Justice: A Call to Kinship, Elaine Prevallet, 2005 (Sowers Books & Videos)

Catholic Social Teaching: Learning and Living Justice, Michael Pennock, 2000 (Ave Maria Press)

Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church (By the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace), 2004 (USCCB)

Doing Faithjustice: An Introduction to Catholic Social Thought, Fred Kammer, S.J., 1991 (Paulist Press)

Catholic Campaign for Human Development (USCCB)

www.usccb.org/cchd; www.povertyusa.org
Catholic Relief Services 

www.crs.org


Catholic Relief Services Legislative Network 
http://actioncenter.crs.org/site/PageServer?pagename=ac_signup
Catholic Charities, USA

www.catholiccharitiesusa.org

Justice for Immigrants: the Catholic Campaign for Immigration Reform (USCCB) www.justiceforimmigrants.org/    
The Catholic Campaign Against Global Poverty (USCCB)

www.usccb.org/sdwp/globalpoverty/ 
Florida Catholic Conference

www.flacathconf.org

Public, collective actions


  Responds to long-term needs


Promotes social change in institutions


Directed at the root causes of social injustice


Exciting but sometimes controversial


Examples


Learn more about current social issues such as poverty, homelessness, immigration – discuss why these social injustices exist in the USA


Writ letters to elected officials


Promote Poverty in America month (Jan)


Read about people who have spent their lives supporting change (Cesar Chavez, Dorothy Day, MLK Jr.)





Private, individual acts


Responds to immediate needs


Provides direct service (food, clothing, shelter)


Requires repeated actions


Directed at the effects of injustice (symptoms)


Satisfying & non-controversial


Examples


Supporting food pantries


Promoting clothing drives


Visiting the elderly, people at nursing homes


Reaching out to pregnant woman  needing help – collecting diapers, baby formula and food


Going with parents to deliver meals (ex.  Meals on Wheels, Thanksgiving baskets)


Collecting “old” toys or buying “new” toys for children who would get no toys at Christmas


Raising $$ during Lent for Operation Rice  Bowl








Justice





Helping people with their long-term needs	





Exodus Story





Social Change��


	





Charity





Helping people address their present needs





Good Samaritan Story





Direct Social Services
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