Mary – Sorrowful Heart and Mother of the Church
Review

The Unique Gift of John’s Gospel

1. Theological Importance

2. Literary style and revelation

· Prologue 

a.
Hearkens back to Genesis

b.
Introduces themes to be revealed later in the Gospel (light)

· “Inclusio” of Jesus Public Ministry (John 2-19)

a. Those things in-between belong together

b. The “brackets” are integral to the totality of the material

· Mary’s presence

· “Woman’

· Jesus ‘hour’

3.
The “Revelation” of Genesis and John
· “Inclusio” par excellence (Genesis to Revelation)

a. Marriage of Adam and Eve (man, woman and God in perfect communion with each other)

b. Revelation (Wedding Feast of the Lamb)

· The Origin

a. Eternal Love of Father, Son and Spirit (self-giving, self-donating)

b. Man in the image of God, as seen in the original marriage

c. Sacrament as a “visible sign of an invisible reality”

· Love is free, total, faithful and fruitful 

· The History

a. The serpent’s threat

b. Eve’s response (changed the trajectory)

c. Adam was no Marine

4.
The Wedding Feast (John 2:1-11)

1-2
Mary is the Primary Invitee – Her role is pivotal and her initiative helps us to understand her co-operative role in Christ’s work.

3
Mary’s intercession –It is pivotal to the entire event, showing Mary’s concern.

4a
Jesus Response- “Woman, what is this to me.”

4b
Jesus Response Continued – “My hour has not come yet.”

5
Mary does NOT continue to insist with Jesus.  She does not presume to argue or instruct Jesus in what He should do.  She leaves Jesus free.

6-7
'Fill the jars with water,' and they filled them to the brim. total

8-10
Jesus provided wine according to His very nature, super in abundance and amazing in quality. faithful

11
God’s plan for the miracle- “that the disciples came to believe”. fruitful

Tonight-  John 29 and Luke 2:25-

· The very heart of Mary, 

· The intimacy of her relationship to Jesus, 

· Mary’s special relationship to us.

JPII – Redemptoris Mater

One can say that if Mary’s motherhood had already been outlined, now it is clearly stated and established.  It emerges from the definitive accomplishment of the Redeemer’s Paschal Mystery.  The Mother of Christ, who stands at the very center of this mystery- a mystery that embraces each individual and all humanity- is given as mother to every single individual and to all mankind.

John 2

21 So the Jewish chief priests said to Pilate, 'You should not write "King of the Jews", but that the man said, "I am King of the Jews". ' 
22 Pilate answered, 'What I have written, I have written.' 
23 When the (4) soldiers had finished crucifying Jesus they took his clothing and divided it into four shares, one for each soldier. His undergarment was seamless, woven in one piece from neck to hem; 
24 So (on the one hand) they said to one another, 'Instead of tearing it, let's throw dice to decide who is to have it.' In this way the words of scripture were fulfilled: They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my clothes. That is what the soldiers did. 
25 (But on the other hand) Near the cross of Jesus stood (4 women) his mother and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary of Magdala. 
26 Seeing his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing near her, Jesus said to his mother, 'Woman, behold your son.' 
27 Then to the disciple he said, 'behold your mother.' And from that hour the disciple took her into his home. 
28 After this, Jesus knew that everything had now been completed and, so that the scripture should be completely fulfilled, he said: I am thirsty. 
*[Ps 69:21] 
29 A jar full of sour wine stood there; so, putting a sponge soaked in the wine on a hyssop stick, they held it up to his mouth. 
30 After Jesus had taken the wine he said, 'It is finished'; and bowing his head he gave up his spirit. 

Verses 22 & 30

1.
The theme of finality

· v22 Pilates final words on the reason for crucifixion

· v30 Jesus final words

Verses 24 & 25

1.
Connects and contrasts the soldiers and the women at the cross (4 soldiers/4 women)

· Jesus ill treatment vs. loving presence and devotion
· Division vs. unity
a.
Division of the garments vs. the unity of the seamless tunic

b.
Separation of Jesus from Mary by death and union of Mary to John

Verses 26 & 27

1.
A twofold exchange

· Seeing, saying & beholding
· Revelation for each recipient
a. John – He received her into his home / He received her as his own

b. Mary – She is to receive John into her care as son, as Jesus himself

c. Same phrasing as John 1:11-12 Prologue - receiving Jesus

Verse 25


The role of those at the cross -Mary’s special cooperation

· All were witnesses to the authenticity of the cross

· Mary’s role was uniquely maternal, uniquely gifting unity

a.
Maternal 

· (Genesis 2:23, This one at last is bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh)

· 
Calvary fulfills the conception, gestation and ministry of Jesus

· 
Prophecy of Simeon (sign of the contradiction)



b.
Gifting

· John as son, as Christ, as Church

· Mary as mother to all

Mary’s  Unity to Christ


Mary’s unity to Jesus is unique:

· Maternity

· Gifting

· Spirituality

Origen of Alexandra


We can be so bold to say that the gospels are the first fruits of all the scriptures, and that Johns gospel is the first fruits of the gospels.  No one except John was able to recline on Jesus chest, nor did anyone receive from Jesus Mary who became his own mother too.  So necessary is it to become another John that is as if John were to be shown by Jesus to be another Jesus…For everyone who has been perfected no longer lives by himself but rather Christ lives in him (us) (Gal. 2:20)  And since Christ lives in him (us), it is said to Mary about him (us), “Behold your son is Christ.”

3 fundamental human experiences of Original (sinless) humanity:
1. Original Solitude - mankind has knowledge of being alone before God   
2. Original Unity - Adam’s joy at seeing Eve, “This one is flesh of my flesh and bone of my bone.”  This joy is spousal in its meaning, that is, happiness is only obtained by those who express their love in mutual self-giving that is free, total faithful and fruitful.  Unity is achieved only to the extent that one person makes of themselves a gift to the other.

3. Original Innocence - “They were naked and without shame”.  The body reveals the person.  Interior freedom from their own bodies to enjoy the whole truth about the “other”.  They were unimpeded by “What’s in it for me” or “What is this going to cost me”?  The truth about the other is:

a. Each person is unique and unrepeatable, and made in God’s image.

b. Each person can find themselves only in the disinterested giving of self.  (disinterested – Song of Song, my sister my bride).

Mary’s experience of Spirituality
1. Mary experienced a profound unity of body and soul within herself (original solitude).

· A purity and unity with God similar to Adam and Eve

· Allowed her to stand beside her Son and unite her entire life to His

2. Mary experienced unity with others in an unmatched manner due to her pureness in self-giving love.

· Mary and Jesus shared a unity deeper and richer and more divine than normal human relationships because they were total gift to each other (communion).

3. Mary was able to recognize the “truth” about each and every person in her life.

Luke 2:25-38

25 Now in Jerusalem there was a man named Simeon. He was an upright and devout man; he looked forward to the restoration of Israel and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 
26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death until he had set eyes on the Christ of the Lord. 
27 Prompted by the Spirit he came to the Temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the Law required, 
28 he took him into his arms and blessed God; and he said: 
29 Now, Master, you are letting your servant go in peace as you promised; 
30 for my eyes have seen the salvation 
31 which you have made ready in the sight of the nations; 
32 a light of revelation for the gentiles and glory for your people Israel. 
33 As the child's father and mother were wondering at the things that were being said about him, 
34 Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, 'Look, he is destined for the fall and for the rise of many in Israel, destined to be a sign that is opposed-
35 and a sword will pierce your soul too-so that the secret thoughts of many may be laid bare.'
REFLECTION OF THE SEVEN SORROWFUL SWORDS

THE FIRST SWORD – THE PROPHECY OF SIMEON
Forty days after the birth of Jesus, in accordance with the Law of Moses, Joseph and Mary went to the Temple in Jerusalem to offer their son to the eternal Father.  Simeon was a devout and inspired man who lived in Jerusalem, and he waited for the coming of the Savior foretold by the prophets. Coming upon the scene of Joseph and Mary entering the temple he took the Child in his arms, praised God, and said to Mary: (Luke 2:25) This Child is destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel, a sign which shall be contradicted. And your own soul a sword shall pierce, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be laid bare.

THE SECOND SWORD – THE FLIGHT INTO EGYPT
In the middle of the night an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said;

Joseph, son of David, get up and take the Child and His Mother and flee into Egypt; King Herod is seeking the Child to kill Him. Stay there until I tell you otherwise.

So, in the darkness of the night, the Holy Family traveled to Egypt, with only the open desert for shelter.  Food was scarce, comfort was non-existent, and rest was replaced by weariness.

Instead of seeking Divine intervention that would change the need for them to leave their beloved country, Mary said nothing but a faithful “yes” to the will of God, revealed through Joseph.

THE THIRD SWORD – THE LOSS OF JESUS FOR THREE DAYS
When Jesus was twelve years old, He journeyed with Mary and Joseph to Jerusalem for the

solemn feast of Passover. When the feast was completed, Jesus stayed on in the Temple without Joseph and Mary’s knowledge; each thought Jesus was with the other since men and women traveled separately.  With great suffering and pain, Mary and Joseph retraced their steps over and over again looking for any clues of their missing Jesus! For three days and sleepless nights Mary and Joseph described their Son’s appearance to everyone they met. But no one could help them.

THE FOURTH SWORD – MARY MEETS JESUS CARRYING HIS CROSS
The sign that Simeon had foretold to Mary would see its most painful fulfillment on that first and Good Friday.  Scourged, crowned with thorns, humiliated, dripping with blood, Jesus carries a heavy wooden cross. Seeing this gruesome vision, Mary can do nothing to help her suffering Son.  Mary accepts the will of God in this most bitter sword and offers her own suffering in this moment to God for her Son. 

THE FIFTH SWORD – JESUS DIES ON THE CROSS
After three hours of desolation and pain, Jesus bows His head and dies. His hour is finished. Standing at the foot of the Cross, who could comfort her? Who could take away a pain more intense than a raging fire? Mary accepts this sorrow, knowing this is part of God’s plan.  This deep anguish is mixed with the sense of peace that comes from accepting and understanding suffering in faith and love.

THE SIXTH SWORD – MARY RECEIVES THE DEAD BODY OF JESUS IN HER ARMS
The body of Jesus comes down from the cross and is laid in the arms of the Mother of Sorrows. Just as in the days of Bethlehem, Mary holds her precious child close to her Heart. But now His flesh was torn to pieces, gaping wounds cover His body, blood completely disfiguring Him. Mary suffered in her Heart all the pain that was inflicted on the body of Jesus and accepted this grief with complete resignation to the will of God.  Nothing in life can bring us true happiness except a deep union with the Crucified One and His Sorrowful Mother.

THE SEVENTH SWORD – JESUS IS PLACED IN THE TOMB
Pierced deeply with a sharp sword of sorrow, Mary prepares to bury her crucified Son! 

In grief, Mary wraps the body of her most precious and loved child in the Holy Shroud.  After some time, the huge stone is rolled over the entrance of the tomb.  Exhausted, crushed with woe, numb from pain, the Mother of her Sons painful sacrifice again accepts her own suffering.  

Mary loves each of us with the mother’s heart:

· Each of us is Jesus to Mary (we have become flesh of her flesh)
· She aches for us in our trial with the heart of perfected love (behold
· She longs to share the intimacy of relationship she shares with her son
JPII - Redemptoris Mater

In the light of Mary, the Church sees in the face of women the reflection of a beauty which mirrors the loftiest sentiments of which the human heart is capable: the self-offering totality of love; the strength that is capable of bearing the greatest sorrows, limitless fidelity and tireless devotion to work; the ability to combine penetrating intuition with words of support and encouragement.

Personal Act of Consecration To The Sorrowful Heart 
of Mary Composed by Berthe Petit:
'Sorrowful and Immaculate Heart of Mary, dwelling pure and holy, cover my soul with your maternal protection so that being ever faithful to the voice of Jesus, it responds to His love and obeys His Divine Will. 
I wish, O, my Mother, to keep unceasingly before me your co-redemption in order to live intimately with your Heart that is totally united to the Heart of your Divine Son. 

Fasten me to this Heart by your own virtues and sorrows. Protect me always.  Amen.' 

6

