Praying for the Dead & Indulgences
Additional Thoughts on Purgatory, Penance & Holiness

“Forgiveness may remove sin from the soul, but it does not take away the residues of selfishness that prompt people to sin.  These are progressively removed by acts of selflessness.  (Purgatory, by Michael Tayor, SJ)

“Penance is the handmaiden of genuine sorrow”. (Purgatory, by Michael Tayor, SJ)

“Heaven is the place for selfless lovers; only they can be at home there.  Thus, some ‘purgatorial’ schooling in the art of selfless loving seems a reasonable expectation for those who die lacking a maturity in this kind of love.”  (Purgatory, by Michael Tayor, SJ)

“Heaven is not delayed because they’ve suffered too little for their sins; it’s delayed because there is not yet room enough in their hearts for the incoming of God” (Purgatory, by Michael Tayor, SJ)

Praying for the Dead

2 Maccabees 12

Judas rallied his army and went to the city of Adullam. As the week was ending, they purified themselves according to custom and kept the sabbath there.  On the following day, since the task had now become urgent, Judas and his men went to gather up the bodies of the slain and bury them with their kinsmen in their ancestral tombs.  But under the tunic of each of the dead they found amulets sacred to the idols of Jamnia, which the law forbids the Jews to wear. So it was clear to all that this was why these men had been slain.  They all therefore praised the ways of the Lord, the just judge who brings to light the things that are hidden.   Turning to supplication, they prayed that the sinful deed might be fully blotted out. The noble Judas warned the soldiers to keep themselves free from sin, for they had seen with their own eyes what had happened because of the sin of those who had fallen. 

He then took up a collection among all his soldiers, amounting to two thousand silver drachmas, which he sent to Jerusalem to provide for an expiatory sacrifice. In doing this he acted in a very excellent and noble way, inasmuch as he had the resurrection of the dead in view; for if he were not expecting the fallen to rise again, it would have been useless and foolish to pray for them in death. But if he did this with a view to the splendid reward that awaits those who had gone to rest in godliness, it was a holy and pious thought.  Thus he made atonement for the dead that they might be freed from this sin. 

2 Timothy 1 

16May the Lord show mercy to the household of Onesiphorus, because he often refreshed me and was not ashamed of my chains. 17On the contrary, when he was in Rome, he searched hard for me until he found me. 18May the Lord grant that he will find mercy from the Lord on that day! You know very well in how many ways he helped me in Ephesus

Tertullian

The widow who does not pray for her dead husband has as good as divorced him.

Indulgences

Numbers 2

1 Miriam, and Aaron too, criticised Moses over the Cushite woman he had married.     He had indeed married a Cushite woman.

6Yahweh said: Listen to my words! if there is a prophet among you, I reveal myself to him in a vision, I speak to him in a dream.  7 Not so with my servant Moses; to him my whole household is entrusted; 8 to him I speak face to face, plainly and not in riddles, and he sees Yahweh's form. How, then, could you dare to criticise my servant Moses? 9 Yahweh's anger was aroused by them. He went away, 10 and as soon as the cloud left the Tent, there was Miriam covered with a virulent skin*disease, white as snow! Aaron turned to look at her and saw that she had contracted a virulent skin*disease. The prayer of Aaron and Moses

13 Moses pleaded with Yahweh. *O God,* he said, *I beg you, please heal her!* 
14 Yahweh then said to Moses, *If her father had done no more than spit in her face, would she not be unclean for seven days? Have her shut out of the camp for seven days, and then have her brought in again.* 15 Miriam was shut out of the camp for seven days. The people did not set out until she returned.

2 Corinthians 2

5 If anyone did cause distress, he caused it not to me, but-not to exaggerate-in some degree to all of you.  6 The punishment already imposed by the majority was quite enough for such a person; 7 and now by contrast you should forgive and encourage him all the more, or he may be overwhelmed by the extent of his distress.  8 That is why I urge you to give your love towards him definite expression.  9 This was in fact my reason for writing, to test your quality and whether you are completely obedient. 
10 But if you forgive anybody, then I too forgive that person; and whatever I have forgiven, if there is anything I have forgiven, I have done it for your sake in Christ's presence,

Elements of Indulgence

· A penance imposed by St. Paul

· True sorrow, expressed in the life of the contrite sinner

· A remittance/relaxation of the penance

· Done in the name of Christ

Colossians 1:24
"I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am completing what is lacking in Christ's afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church". 
1 Corinthians 12, 12-26

"For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ;...If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it".

Plenary Indulgence, or full remission of the temporal consequence can be obtained by:

· The Indulgence Activity, such as Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Reading of the Scriptures, Praying the Rosary

· Sacramental Confession

· Eucharistic Communion

· Prayer for the Pope’s intentions

Partial Indulgence, or partial remission of the temporal consequence of sin can be obtained by:

· Raising our minds to Christ in the duties and trials of life

· Give of ourselves or our goods to others

· Self-sacrifice (deprive yourself of a “good” that you enjoy.

· Prayer

The Rapture

Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Thus we shall always be with the Lord." - 1 Thessalonians 4:14-17 

Coming, Resurrection of Dead and Judgment as a single event / Post Tribulation events

2 Thes. 1:1-8

We ask you, brothers, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our         assembling with him, not to be shaken out of your minds suddenly, or to be alarmed either by a "spirit," or by an oral statement, or by a letter allegedly from us to the effect that the day of the Lord is at hand. Let no one deceive you in any way. For unless the apostasy comes first and the lawless one is revealed, 3 the one doomed to perdition, who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god and object of worship, so as to seat himself in the temple of God, 4 claiming that he is a god-- 

do you not recall that while I was still with you I told you these things?  And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his time.   For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work. But the one who restrains is to do so only for the present, until he is removed from the scene. And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord (Jesus) will kill with the breath of his mouth and render powerless by the manifestation of his coming, 

Second coming as unmistakeable, undeniable and known to all

Luke 21:23-24 (also Matt. 24: 27, 30-31, Mark 14:62, Acts 1:9, Daniel 7:13-14)

Woe to pregnant women and nursing mothers in those days, for a terrible calamity will come upon the earth and a wrathful judgment upon this people.  They will fall by the edge of the sword and be taken as captives to all the Gentiles; and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.  "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on earth nations will be in dismay, perplexed by the roaring of the sea and the waves.  People will die of fright in anticipation of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.  And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.  But when these signs begin to happen, stand erect and raise your heads because your redemption is at hand." 

Who is Left Behind

Matthew 24:37-41

For as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.  In (those) days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day that Noah entered the ark.  They did not know until the flood came and carried them all away. So will it be (also) at the coming of the Son of Man.   Two men will be out in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left.  Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken, and one will be left. 

Origin of Pre-Tribulation Rapture

· The early Church Fathers make no mention whatsoever of a literal "taking up of believers. St. Justin Martyr (100-165), St. Irenaeus (125-203), St. Hippolytus (died 235), and St. Augustine (354-430) are only a few of the many who write about Christian suffering in the final tribulation. 

· Martin Luther and John Calvin believed Christians would experience the end times here on earth 

· During the 1850’s, John Nelson Darby, an ex-Anglican priest, began to heavily promote his idea of "dispensationalism," which included the idea of a secret rapture. 

· The Scofield Reference Bible translated by Darby follower C.I. Scofield, footnoted the "rapture belief".  It spread widely among various Protestant circles. 

· Hal Lindsey initiated another wave of "Bible prophecy" and rapture belief with his book The Late Great Planet Earth in the 1970's.

