Apologetics: Fall 2007

My Judgment is Just

 “Mercy Triumphs Over Judgment”
(Particular and Final Judgment)
A. God’s Just Judgment

     1. The General Judgment
Jesus in Matthew (25: 31-46): When the Son of Man comes in his glory and all his angels with him, he will sit upon his glorious throne, and all the nations will be assembled before him.  And he will separate them one from another, as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will place the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.  Then the king, will say to those on his right, “Come, you who are blessed by my Father.  Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.  For I was hungry and you gave me food.  I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me.”  Then the righteous (just) will answer him and say, “Lord when did we see you hungry and feed you”… And the king will say to them in reply, “Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.” Then he will say to those on his left. “Depart from me, you accursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and the angels.  For I was hungry and you gave me no food…” Then they will answer and say “Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or ill or in prison, and not minister to your needs?”  He will answer them, “Amen I say to you, what you did not do for one of these least ones, you did not do for me.”  And these will go off to eternal punishment, but the righteous (just) to eternal life.   

John’s Vision in the Book of Revelation:  For the wedding day of the Lamb has come, his bride has made herself ready. She was allowed to wear a bright, clean linen garment. (The linen represents the righteous deeds of the holy ones (Rev. 19: 7-8)…
Next I saw a large white throne and the one who was sitting on it. …  I saw the dead, the great and the lowly, standing before the throne, and scrolls were opened.  Then another scroll was opened, the book of life.  The dead were judged according to their deeds by what was written in the scrolls… All the dead were judged according to their deeds… Anyone whose name was not written in the book of life was thrown into the pool of fire…. (Rev. 20:11)…
The victor will inherit these gifts, and I shall be his God and he will be my son. But as for cowards, the unfaithful, the depraved, murderers, the unchaste, sorcerers, idol worshippers, and deceivers of every sort, their lot is in the burning pool of fire and sulfur, which is the second death. (Rev 21: 7-8) 
From the Catholic Encyclopedia:  Few truths are more often or more clearly proclaimed in Scripture than that of the general judgment. To it the prophets of the Old Testament refer when they speak of the "Day of the Lord" (Joel 2:31; Ezekiel 13:5; Isaiah 2:12), in which the nations will be summoned to judgment. In the New Testament the second Parusia, or coming of Christ as Judge of the world, is an oft-repeated doctrine. The Saviour Himself not only foretells the event but graphically portrays its circumstances (Matthew 24:27; 25:31)….  The judgment will embrace all works, good or bad, forgiven as well as unforgiven sins, every idle word (Matthew 12:36), every secret thought (1 Corinthians 4:5)… 
     2. The Particular Judgment

Book of Hebrews "It is appointed for men to die once, and after that comes judgment" (Heb. 9:27).
Catechism of the Catholic Church: Death is the end of man’s earthly pilgrimage of the time of grace and mercy which God offers him so as to work out his earthly life in keeping with the divine plan, and to decide his ultimate destiny. We shall not return to our earthly lives. ... “It is appointed for men to die once” (Heb. 9:27). There is no “reincarnation” after death. (CCC 1013) 
From the Catholic Encyclopedia: The Catholic doctrine of the particular judgment is this: that immediately after death the eternal destiny of each separated soul is decided by the just judgment of God. Although there has been no formal definition on this point, the dogma is clearly implied in the Union Decree of Eugene IV (1439), which declares that souls leaving their bodies in a state of grace, but in need of purification are cleansed in Purgatory, whereas souls that are perfectly pure are at once admitted to the beatific vision of the Godhead  and those who depart in actual mortal sin, or merely with original sin, are at once consigned to eternal punishment, the quality of which corresponds to their sin .

Christ represents Lazarus and Dives as receiving their respective rewards immediately after death. They have always been regarded as types of the just man and the sinner. To the penitent thief it was promised that his soul instantly on leaving the body would be in the state of the blessed: "This day thou shalt be with me in Paradise" (Luke 23:43). St. Paul (2 Co. 5)  longs to be absent from the body that he may be present to the Lord, evidently understanding death to be the entrance into his reward (cf. Philemon 1:21)
B.  The Reality and Consequences of Sin
         1. The Universality and Consciousness of Sin

There is no one just, not one.  There is no one who understands, there is no one who seeks God.  All have gone astray, all alike are worthless, there is not one who does good.. no human being will be justified in his sight by observing the law, for through the law comes consciousness of sin. (Ro. 3:10-20)
      2.  The Consequences of Sin
For after one sin (Adam) there was the judgment and condemnation…through the disobedience of one person many were made sinners. (Ro. 5:16)… you presented your bodies to impurity and to lawlessness for lawlessness…  For when you were slaves to sin you were free from righteousness.  But what profit did you get from the things which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death….For the wages of sin is death.  (Ro. 6:19-23)
3. God’s Just Judgment of Sin

Is God unjust, humanly speaking, to inflict his wrath?  Of course not! For how else is God to judge the world? (Rom. 3: 5-7).

     4.   Gravity of Sin: Mortal and Venial Sin
If anyone sees his brother sinning, if the sin is not deadly, he should pray to God and he will give him life. This is only for those whose sin is not deadly. There is such a thing as deadly sin about which, I do not say that you should pray.  All wrongdoing is sin, but there is sin that is not deadly.  (1 John 5: 15-17).

Catechism of The Catholic Church- Mortal Sin destroys charity in the heart of man by a grave violation of God’s law; it turns man away from God, who is his ultimate end and his beatitude, by preferring an inferior good to Him. 
Venial sin allows charity to subsist, even though it offends and wounds it. 

Mortal Sin, by attacking the vital principle within us-that is, charity-necessitates a new initiative of God’s mercy and a conversion of heart… For a sin to be mortal, three conditions must be together be met: ”Mortal sin is sin whose object is grave matter (e.g. violations of Ten Commandments) with full knowledge and deliberate consent.”. (CCC 1855-1839
Whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin. (Mk. 3:29; Mt. 12:32; Lk. 12:10).  There is no limit to the mercy of God, but anyone who deliberately refuses to accept his mercy by repenting, rejects the forgiveness of sins and the salvation offered by the Holy Spirit. Such hardness of heart can lead to final impenitence and eternal loss. (CCC 1864).  
C. God’s Mercy Triumphs Over Judgment
      1. At the Cross God’s Mercy and Justice Meet

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world may be saved through him.  Whoever believes in him will not be condemned, but whoever does not believe is already condemned, because he has not believed in the only Son of God.   And this is the verdict, that the light came into the world, but people preferred darkness to light, because their works were evil.  For everyone who does wicked things hates the light, so that his works might not be exposed. But whoever lives in the truth comes to the light, so that his works may be clearly seen as done in God.  ( John 3:16-21)
       2.  We are Justified (i.e. made just) by believing in Jesus
For there is no distinction; for all have sinned and are deprived of the glory of God.  They are justified freely by his grace through the redemption in Christ Jesus, who God set forth as the expiation through faith, by his blood, to prove his righteousness … that he might be righteous and justify the one who has faith in Jesus. …Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, … God proves his love for us in that while we were still sinners Christ died for us.… 
…Hence now there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. …Who will bring a charge against God’s chosen ones? It is God who acquits us.  Who will condemn?  It is Christ Jesus who died, rather was raised, who also is at the right hand of God interceding for us... (Rom. 3-8)  
     3.   In Justification we are freed from sins and receive God’s Life   

Do you not know that the unjust will not inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived, neither fornicators nor idolaters nor adulterers nor boy prostitutes, nor sodomites nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor robbers will inherit the kingdom of God.   That is what some of you used to be, but now you have had yourselves washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.   (1Co. 6: 8-11) 
Catechism of the Catholic Church The grace of the Holy Spirit has the power to justify us, that is to cleanse us from our sins and to communicate to us, “the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ and through baptism. (Rom. 3:22)…

Through the power of the Holy Spirit we take part in Christ’s passion by dying to sin, and in his Resurrection by being born to new life.

…. Justification is not only the remission of sins, but also the sanctification and renewal of the interior man.

Justification detaches man from sin which contradicts the love of God and purifies his heart from sin.  Justification follows upon God‘s merciful initiative of offering forgiveness. It reconciles man with God. It frees from the enslavement of sin, and it heals. …

With justification, faith, hope, and love are poured into our hearts, and obedience to the divine will is granted us. 

Justification has been merited for us by the Passion of Christ…. Justificaton is conferred in Baptism, the sacrament of faith. It conforms us to the righteousness of God, who makes us inwardly just by the power of his mercy.  Its purpose is the glory of God and of Christ, and the gift of eternal life. 


Justification establishes cooperation between God’s grace and man’s freedom. …

  
….justification entails the sanctification of the whole being. (CCC 1987-1995)


St. Justin the Martyr: We who formerly delighted in fornication now cleave only to chastity.  We who exercised the magic arts now concentrate ourselves to the good and unbegotten God. We who valued above all else the acquisition of wealth and property now direct all that we have to a common fund, which is shared with every needy person.  We who hated and killed one another, and who, because of different customs, wound not share a fireside with those of another race, now, after the appearance of Christ, live together with them. We pray for our enemies, and try to persuade those who unjustly hate us, that, if they live according to the excellent precepts of Christ, they will have a good hope of receiving the same reward as ourselves, from the God who governs all.  (In Jergens, Faith of the Early Fathers, 118, pg. 52))
D.  As Christ’s Followers we are called to Be Just and Merciful 
1. God’s Justice is Unfailing and Exacting 
Make no mistake: God is not mocked, for a person will reap only what he sows, because the one who sows for his flesh will reap corruption from the flesh, but the one who sows for the spirit will reap eternal life from the spirit. Let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due time we shall reap a harvest if we do not give up. (Gal. 6:7-8)
Therefore you are without excuse, every one of you who passes judgment. For by the standard by which you judge another you condemn yourself; you who judge, do the very same things.  We know that the judgment of God on those who do such things is true.  Do you suppose that you who judge such things and yet do them yourself, that you will escape the judgment of God?  Or do you hold his priceless kindness, forbearance, and patience in low esteem, unaware that the kindness of God would lead you to repentance?  By your stubborn and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath and revelation of the just judgment of God, who will repay everyone according to his works, eternal life to those who seek glory, honor, and immortality through perseverance in good works, but wrath and fury to those who selfishly disobey the truth and obey wickedness. Yes, affliction and distress will come upon every human being who does evil. (Rom. 2: 1-11).
   2.  We are called to Be Merciful with the Father’s Mercy

Be merciful just as your heavenly Father is merciful. Stop judging and you will not be judged.  Stop condemning and you will not be condemned. Forgive and you will be forgiven. Give and gifts will be given to you.  …. For the measure with which you measure it will be measured out to you.  (Luke 6: 36-38)
   3.  We are occasionally called to “Judge” One Another in Love
I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral people, not at all referring to the immoral of this world or, the greedy, robbers or idoloters, for you would then have to leave the world. But I now write to you not to associate with anyone named a brother, if he is immoral, greedy, an idolater, a slanderer, a drunkard, or a robber, not even to eat with such a person.  For why should I be judging outsiders?  Is it not your business to judge those within?  God will judge those outside. Purge the evil person from your midst (1 Co. 5: 9-12)
Brothers, even if a person is caught in some transgression, you who are spiritual should correct that one in a gentle spirit, looking to yourself, so that you also may be tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and so you will fulfill the law of Christ…. So then while we have the opportunity, let us do good to all, but especially to those who belong to the family of faith.   (Gal. 6: 1-2)
  4.  Mercy Ultimately Triumphs Over Judgment
For whoever keeps the whole law, but falls short in one particular, has become guilty in respect to all of it.  For he who said, “You shall not commit adultery”, also said, “You shall not kill”, Even if you do not commit adultery but kill, you have become a transgressor of the law.  So speak and so act as people who will be judged by the law of freedom.  For the judgment is merciless to one who has not shown mercy: mercy triumphs over judgment…  (James 2)
At present we see indistinctly, as in a mirror, but then face to face. At present I know partially; then I shall know fully as I am fully known. So faith, hope, and love remain… the greatest of these is love. (1 Co. 13:12-13)
