What Must I do to be Saved:  Salvation through the Heart of a Woman
September 18, 2006
Song and Prayer

Housekeeping:  Snacks for Babysitting, e-mail lists/info sheets

I. CREATION:
God pours out His very Spirit/heart/love into Adam; His people.  

We are created in His image and likeness.  He fashioned the earth for us – we are His crowning glory.

Our souls were created for Eden, and yet we are walking in a world of hell.
“Creation reached its zenith in woman.” (Eldridge, Captivating)

PJPII:  “The life which God offers to man is a gift by which God shares something of Himself with His creature.”  (The Gospel of Life)
What does Eve’s image tell us about God?   

He is inviting, tender, merciful, fierce, fiercely devoted to us, has a heart for romance, maternal, loving, giving, longs to hold His children to His bosom, kind
God’s character in woman: 

To demonstrate God’s love to the world
God is the essence of beauty.  The world testifies to the glory of God…

Difference in men and women has been so since the beginning in His image they were created – what does God tell us @ Himself in each?

What does it mean to be a woman?   

Women tend to define themselves by their relationships  (with friends, children, siblings)
Men tend to define themselves in their accomplishments 
The differences of the sexes enable us to image God to the world – equal does not mean sameness (Christopher West, Theology of the Body seminar, Woman:  God’s Masterpiece)

Mission:  (Gen 1:26 – 28):  Our mission is to be fruitful and multiply
II. Covenant of Marriage

What was so special about their relationship?  Adam & Eve – 1st married couple

What happened?  They walked in full communion with God (hand-in-hand)

Who was attacked?  Eve  Who fell?  Both Adam and Eve

Who was the first to say, “No” to God?  Eve  What did she say “no” to?  God’s love

What did she believe?  That she was not like God and He didn’t want her to be like Him

What have we believed?  (personal answer)   Why are we so hated?  Because we can co-create with God – and carry a child within us – and love others (children, family, world)

OT – In the beginning, man and woman become one to live and love in the image of God
(Hos 2:21) “I will espouse you to me forever.”    (Eucharist, God Among Us, intro)

· Our Heavenly Father desires intimacy with us … he wants to “marry” us.  

· Every good bridegroom lays down his life for us!
Covenant of Marriage –  


Foreshadows the wedding feast in Heaven
Covenants –  


Covenants are forever – God never retracts them
History of the Covenants:
God’s part – He guides His people with/by mercy and faithfulness
People’s part –  We respond with faith
Covenant –  Faithfullness – union with God
Notes:

What a gift – God gradually gives us glimpses of Himself throughout OT

JPII says:  Holiness – measured by the response of the Bride to the gift of the Bridegroom, first requires faith (belief in the gift of the Bridegroom – holiness is our response – a matter of letting it be done unto us) 

(We can all be holy to varying degrees)

Marriage Covenant – (Hos 2:20 – 22)

III. The Fall

SO, WHAT HAPPENED???

Original Sin:
1st result of original sin – shame
Examples of shame that women carry with them……….

Brokenness, poor body image, inappropriate behavior (to self, spouse, children)
Notes:

Women want to be loved, rescued, sought after – God wants us to give our all for Him, to fight for Him, to seek Him with all we have.  Do you?

· Women longed to be loved! (we were made to be loved and to love)

· In our very being we need to be in union with God … and until we get there, we fill it with something else (food, jobs, misc. vices).

Jer 31:3: “I have loved you with an everlasting love.”

We, as women, have  doubted  God’s love.

IV. WHY???  Woman:  God’s Masterpiece (CW)

Highest creature in Heaven:  Mary  (full of grace)
“Mary, as woman, demonstrates to the whole human race the perfection of what it means to be a creature.” (PJPII)

Wound:  Battle raged against woman by the enemy  

Why?  To understand this is to understand who we are as women.

Our wombs – are the gateway to new life
God – is the Father    (God in Christ – is the bridegroom)
Church – the bride of Christ – we are made to be the bride of Christ!

Angel of light –  Lucifer – most perfect invisible creature
Woman –  the most perfect visible creature on earth
   
Enmity exists = jealousy and hatred
God’s eternal plan/design was to:  marry us
God communicates who He is through our ___bodies__– we are created in His image

THE RESULT:

Our struggles:   

 Shame and insecurity
(we need to remember that we are not defined by our past)
Woman’s deepest fear:   abandonment and/or not feeling loved
Man’s:  failure
V. Redemption
Eve – mother of all living (Gen 3:20)

“And thus also it was that the knot of Eve’s disobedience was loosed by the obedience of Mary.  For what the virgin Eve had bound fast through unbelief, this did the virgin Mary set free through faith.”  (St. Irenaeus, d.c. 200)

The “first great Catholic theologian”, Irenaeus was a student of St. Polycarp – believed to have been converted to the faith by St. John the Evangelist about 80 A.D.  Eve’s “no” was undone by Mary’s “Yes”
What did God promise?  Gen 3:15   a Savior   (redemption)
“God created us to share in His divine nature and to have complete access to Him, our Father, through Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh in the Holy Spirit.”  

(Covenant of Creation, p. 2)

“Christian, acknowledge your dignity, and becoming a partner in the Divine nature, refuse to return to the old baseness by degenerate conduct.  Remember the Head and the Body of which you are a member.  Recollect that you were rescued from the power of darkness and brought into God’s light and kingdom.”  (St. Leo the Great, d. 461, Pope and Doctor of the Church – credited with advancing the rightful authority of the papacy and for stabilizing the Church in a critical era by forging a central authority that evidenced wisdom and action.)

What is the significance of Jesus’ first miracle?  It was the miracle of transformation
He came to transform sinners - remember our Scripture: 

(John 3:16 – 21):  to turn darkness into light, sorrow into joy, (Beatitudes), death to new life in Christ!  Christ calls us to reclaim God’s original plan
JESUS’ MINISTRY:   
Prov 4:23 – Guard your heart – wellspring of…life, love   (repent & believe!)
Faith – openness of the human heart to God’s love – our “yes / fiat”  to God!

Who was the first to say “yes” to redemption?  Mary
Who conceived divine life within her?  Mary
Marriage – Primordial Sacrament – fundamental Sacrament – from the very beginning – this is precisely where we are attacked – marriage and family

Our suffering is redemptive!  The attack is violent.  Love = takes faith, to believe 

Do you believe that your surrender “fiat” will be lorded over you? (CW)

Or do you believe that God’s gift of love, eternity, freedom…   Are you a slave of God’s … or in freedom with Him?
God wants our hearts and wants them  whole!!!  

It is the goal of life to love one another with the love of God (but remember, we cannot give to others what we did not receive) .  We need to reflect on what prevents us from loving & being loved (Sin? Past hurts?)
Fr. Craig homily:   “Christianity is not mere intellectual assent to divine precepts.”

(9/17/06)    (We don’t assent because someone tells us to)



Fight, challenge – to love as God loves…

God is deep, whole, real (John 17:3)   God wants us to surround ourselves with whole hearts
Matt 23:37 – Hear His pain…

THE CHALLENGE – TO LOVE GOD ENOUGH TO LET GO OF YOUR HURTS

ASSIGNMENT – Reach out to somebody and tell them they are beautiful (
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