What Must I do to be Saved:  Salvation through the Heart of a Woman

September 25, 2006

I. Wounds

What did you dream of as a little girl?  What happened to those dreams?  For some…if we were not deemed worthy of love as children it is very difficult to believe we are worth loving as adults.  Shame says…

What was your childhood like for you?  Did you feel loved? Special? Beautiful?

Just as Adam & Eve fell, so did our parents
 Women learn from their mothers what is means to be a woman, from their fathers the value that she has as a woman.

Mothers show us the mercy and tenderness of God.  How a father relates to his daughter has an enormous effect on her soul.  (Eldridge)

(Eldridge – there are struggling woman today because they weren’t loved as a little girl)
What does a wound look like/feel like?

How do we react?

Action/wound rendering here….


Julie:  You can’t sing.

We were wounded…what did we do with that hurt?

Bury it behind walls/vows – self protection?
II. Shame

Result:  Shame

Result of hurts:  shame – I’m too much, I’m not enough, too needy, too thin, too fat, not gracious enough - it chases us!

We miss the heart of a woman (Prov 4:23).  Our hearts are the core of who we are

Shame:  we do not measure up – doesn’t take much to get me to that place.  

Shame is the fingerprint of the enemy … it doesn’t take long for Satan to get to our wounds
What is your lie and what truth does Christ show you?
Eldridge, 8 – Our feminine hearts were created with the greatest of all possible dignities – as a reflection of God’s own heart.  Wow!!

Remember: 1) every woman wants to be rescued – she wants a man who will fight for her … 2)  we need to be needed … 3) we want to know we make a difference to someone
What is your heart’s desire:  What is in you?  Deep down – to what do you relate?   
The desires of the hearts of men and women were created to fit together.  Men want to fight, rescue, save a woman!  Remember the greatest fears:  abandonment, failure.
Picture of Adam and Eve here:
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A woman, every woman, was created to be beautiful.  Remember Tom Neal’s story of the nuns who worked with Mother Theresa – they radiated beauty.

 

 Rom 14:23:  “Whatever is not from faith is sin.”
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= walls = sin

III. Beauty

Jer 29:13:  “You will seek me and find me…”

Remember the bride on her wedding day  
Eldridge:  “Every woman has a beauty to unveil.  Every woman.”

Essence is given to every woman at creation.

We do not have to strive to be beautiful – we already are.

Remember:

When a man is strong, a woman can flourish. 

When a woman is strong, she allows the man to be a hero.
Eve was created perfect, beautiful, holy, and confident – we all yearn to be there – in Eden.  We are restless until our hearts find rest in God.

Are we warm and inviting – vulnerable?  Or are we guarded?  Behind hiding ourselves and trying to control our world – to obtain some sense of security

Let’s journey to restore (salvation) your heart to God’s original plan for you.

The wounds received as a child are not your fault … but our reaction is something only WE can do …
Picture here:

Our hearts were created for love – true, pure, beautiful, love and when we do not get it, we ache.  What have you used to dull your ache?
Although we have an ache for God, we also have a distrust of Him (because of our wounds)
Deep in our hearts is an ache for intimacy with God and distrust of God – re:  Eve

IV. The Attack

Why?  We are hated and we are feared…

Ezek 28:  satan fell b/c of his beauty and now he seeks to destroy our beauty.
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Women in history:  Jewish women considered property

Remember the women caught in adultery

Sudan – women beaten

China – girl babies

Slave trade – sex trade

Abortion – women
V. Healing

Christ will do everything it takes to rescue us – to set our hearts free!!

In the deepest core of who we are, as women, we have an ache that can never be filled by a man, children, friends – but God – the love of Christ.
We are called to heal – to allow God to reach in, pull out what is not of Him and fill our hearts with His love 
What do you think of when you hear, “salvation”?
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= dying to self –= love – submitting our hearts to the will of God – to set our hearts free!

All points to the Eucharist = community
Jesus stepped out of the light into darkness to save us b/c He loves us.  

Isolation = sin/shame

Freedom/community = Eucharist

Beauty is the essence of God.
Beauty => God

VI. Love and Forgiveness
Salvation requires us to love AND to forgive 
To love is to forgive and be forgiven (by God)

God asks us to let go of the hurts – the past, the wounds – and trust Him to protect you.  He tells us that we must not only forgive those who have hurt us but also seek forgiveness.  

Challenge: Ask God who you need to forgive and how?

Whole = sacraments  
Next week we will have Frs. Mike and Craig here for Reconciliation

Read the Prodigal Son parable

Discussion:  How did women react to “beautiful”?
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WHY? Fear of failure





WHY? Fear of abandonment
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