What Must I Do to be Saved?:  Salvation through the Heart of a Woman

October 9, 2006

I. Prayer and Song – Debbie and Erin
II. Course Outline

Oct 9 – Healing

Oct 16 – Healing II and Inner Healing Application

Oct 23 – Foundation of Salvation through the Sacraments

Oct 30 – Bob Schuchts teaches about our individual gifts(
Nov 6 – Baptism, Reconciliation

Nov 13 – Eucharist, Anointing of the Sick, Confirmation

Nov 20 – no class

Nov 27 – Holy Orders, Marriage, Class Summary

Dec 4, 11 and 18 – Dana Sheedy 

Topic:  Redemptive Suffering

III. God is love!
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Healing







Forgiving







Wound







Love
What keeps us from this realization?  _______________
Our sin expresses itself in our hurt





Who Am I?





Who is God?





What is my purpose?

Transformation – not a once and for all salvation but rather a daily dying to self.

Benedict:  “Since He shares our humanity and He is God, every human act, except sin, becomes worthy of God.”  (God is love)

“He experienced what we experience.”

Original sin tarnished our dignity and made our proper activity, love, which is the total gift of oneself, difficult if not impossible.  (Benedict)

“Love is relationship between equals.  God does not only love us b/c we are His creature – if so, that would render us incapable of loving Him.”

“The unjustified death of the innocent God-man is an even greater evil than original sin…From this infinite evil, there emerged the greatest good ever to grace the world:  the redemption of the human race.  We are called to love God and our neighbor in the same way, we are called to be merciful and to draw good from evil.”  (Benedict, God is love)

God can take every negative relationship and use it to spiritually grow us; if we are willing to love our enemies.    
IV. Healing
Luke 6:37:  “The measure by which you measure…”

1 John 1:5 – 7:  “…God is light and in Him there is no darkness at all.”

Purpose of the light:  to set us free from anything that hinders deeper intimacy with Him – obliterate the darkness.  

“Darkness is a moral state where you hide things, have secrets and give the enemy ground to traffic in your life.  (Jack Winter, as quoted in The Father’s Embrace, Frost)

Healing – bringing “it” into the light – dealing with it – walking thru it!

God’s love leads us to God’s mercy.  It is thru this mercy that we are healed!

Luke 7:47:  “He who is forgiven little loves little.”

Arm rendering here:

Inner-healing – deep, healing from within – enables us to touch those deep recesses of our hearts that we would not generally access on our own.

It is when we are healed that we can see God/Christ and how do we see Him?   ____________________________
V. Jesus Heals
Remember Jonah and the earliest Christians – God was more powerful than their gods – healing in Acts – from the shadow of Peter!!! Recognized the authority of God in Christ and His disciples!!

“Wholeness is Holiness” (MacNutt, 49)

Jesus came to save and to heal 

Luke 7 – The healing of a Centurion’s Slave (Jesus amazed by his faith)

Luke 14:12:  “Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever believes in me will do the works that I do, and will do greater ones than these, because I am going to the Father.”

Acts 19:11 – 12:  “So extraordinary were the mighty deeds God accomplished at the hands of Paul that when face cloths or aprons that touched his skin were applied to the sick, their diseases left them and the evil spirits came out of them.”

Luke 8:  The Woman with a Hemorrhage – “…your faith has saved you, go in peace.”

Matthew 9:  The Healing of a Paralytic:  “Courage, Child, your sins are forgiven….Rise, pick up your stretch and go home.”

VI. God wants to heal us!
Reflection:  Do you believe that God loves you and wishes to heal you?  

Do your children fear you – uncertain of your love for them?  Do they cower at your voice?  Or do they know that you love them and want only the best for them?

Is 49:15:  “I will never forget you.”

“Faith is simply obedience and the willingness to risk; not an absolute certainty @ what is going to happen on the journey.”  (MacNutt, 105)

What, in your life, is opposed to God/love?

It is when we are in pain that we cry out to God for love, mercy; healing

God is love…Love is life-changing, life-giving, transforming – explosive!

The deepest kind of healing from Christ is the forgiveness of sins.

We confess – repent – Christ forgives…this is Salvation and healing!

Inner healing can open the door to reconciliation; “Healing of the memories”.  Psychologists have found that we are deeply affected by not only what we do but also by what others do unto us.  

Our sins – others’ sins and Original Sin

Remember Pope Benedict:  The greatest and innate desire of all humans is love and when this is denied us, we become broken pieces of the whole Christ intended for us.

Inner healing is to heal the wounded areas and instead fill those holes with His love.

This is a process…

It requires us to:

1. Bring to light the hurt – usually done with another; talking thru the hurt

2. Praying – asking God to heal the effects of the sin

VII. Practical Application – Margaret witness here

