What Must I do to be Saved:  Salvation Through the Heart of a Woman

October 23, 2006

I. Did anyone find my Bible? ((
II. Song and Prayer – Amy Gendusa
Next week Bob Schuchts will teach @ the Holy Spirit’s role in Healing – leading us to our salvation – restoration, healing, love, grace

From Sacraments flow grace – healing allows the grace in!

As we begin to heal and experience more of God in the Sacraments, we will yearn for more and more of Him.  
Matt 13:15 – “…and I will heal them…”
James 5:16 - “…so that you may be healed”
I. Remember Covenants

Covenants:  marked moments in history when God was making a new start with His people

Time-line of Covenants here:

Covenants:  God created and renewed a family bond with His people.  He did this by outward signs.

(Add signs to the above time-line)
Ex. 31:13, 17:  Sabbath is an outward sign of God’s covenant with creation, specifically with Adam; mankind

Is 56:6 – to keep the covenant was to observe the Sabbath 

“Law of the Covenant spells out the conditions of living in the family of God.”  (P. 78, Hahn)

Generational ---------------------------------------------(
It is thru the covenant that we enter into the family of God.

Covenant = oath = covenant

Do we have a choice? _____________________________

Duet 30:19 – choose between life and death

II. Covenants and Sacraments

God first established covenants which paved the way for the Sacrament – makes visible the invisible

Covenants create a family bond – signs of the covenants, Sacraments are signs

Tree rendering here:

“The grace we received in the Sacraments is the essence of our divinization; our sharing in the life of God, as children share in the life of their father.  This “adoption” is God’s gift to us, given freely.  And He gives it to us by means of His covenant, which is sealed and renewed, thru Sacramental signs.” (Hahn?)
God’s final covenant is with Christ and we enter into this covenant in our Baptism.    Grace flows thru the Sacraments to us as God’s covenant is sealed and renewed.  

Types of Sacraments in OT ( Sacraments established by Christ

Sacraments – thru which we enter in the covenant with God and by which we receive grace.  

Fire rendering here:

Fire ( covenant

Built upon the covenant of the OT

Fuels the fire – Sacraments – as they renew the oath
Why Sacraments?  Sacraments are the chief means of our salvation  
Salvation comes from God alone and it is through the Sacraments that He chooses to heal us and lead us to eternal life.
Sacraments – as bringing us into God’s family

…They are ever-living and life-giving (CCC 116), actions of the Holy Spirit at work in His body, the Church

Sacraments always bestow God’s grace…God’s lavish gift of His life and His love on His people; His family
III. Baptism is the Entryway into the Family of God

Baptism is the doorway to all the other Sacraments; Sacrament of initiation

Baptism:  most important of all Sacraments – to receive supernatural life
1. Of Desire:  (John 14:21, 23)

2. Of Blood:  (Matt 10:32, 39)

3. Of Water: (Matt 3:13 – Jesus’ Baptism)
Christ’s ministry began with His Baptism

1. Baptism – gives life – supernatural life to the soul

2. Confirmation – that life is strengthened – to endure the hardships of life

3. Holy Eucharist – that life is nourished
4. Penance – destroys the disease of sin

5. Anointing of the Sick – to heal; strengthen

6. Matrimony – carries on the work of the Church in the world

7. Holy Orders – Growth, governing of the Church, leading the flock

Baptism and Eucharist are the two principal sacraments that Jesus described as necessary:  “Unless…”

John 6:51 – 59:  Jesus, “Unless you eat and drink…you have no life in you.”

Power of God’s word – to create, to make a covenant – forever – with His people – also applies to the Sacraments:
To create – “Let there be light.”
To destroy – flood (Gen 7:4) “…for in 7 days I will send rain..”
To heal – Abraham and Sarah – God healed her barrenness
To love – Hos 2:14 – God speaks tenderly to His people
Power of His Word in the Sacraments b/c this was the power of His Word “in the beginning”

IV. What is a Sacrament?
1.  Outward sign

2.
Inward grace

3.
Ordained by Christ

Matter and form – 2 parts of a Sacrament

1. Matter – action of the Sacrament

2. Form – words spoken over the action

Baptism:  water and pouring – matter



Words said – form

Character:  Character given to the soul – Baptism, Confirmation, Holy Orders – seal on the soul that cannot be repeated

Baptism – child of God – character of a Christian

Confirmation – character of a soldier of Christ

Holy Orders – character of a priest of God

Sacraments do not depend upon the nature of the person administering the Sacrament!
Outward signs- Signs (  to something else; greater

Sacraments differ in that they are in themselves the very sign which they point to.  

Baptism and Reconciliation – Sacraments of the Dead – b/c they are received by those who are spiritually dead b/c of sin

Baptism – gives the life of grace

Reconciliation – restores the life of grace

Other 5 are called Sacraments of the Living (p. 224, p. 220 Healing, MacNutt)

V. Our salvation through the Sacraments

Salvation – save and heal

Baptism – brings healing and life to us and drives out sickness and death 

Notes:  
Sacraments were established by Christ for the sake of salvation.

God prepared His people for salvation thru the prophets.

All OT – prophets, types, events  ( and prepared God’s people for salvation.

Salvation – primary reason God became man – so that we might become sons of God (2 Peter 1:4)

