The Mass explained: Discovering the
Mystery of Jesus In the Eucnarist
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Historical Developrnent of Heorew Worship
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» The OT scriptures were compiled over a period of 10 centuries (roughly between the
time of Moses (1400) and Ezra (400)

> Actual Hebrew history extends this period by 6 centuries earlier to the time of Abraham
(2000)

» Patriarchal Period —age of Yahweh'’s early covenant dealings with the Hebrew
patriarchs and matriarchsincluding God' sinitial promise to Abraham

» Mosaic Period —witnessed birth of |srael asa nation thru the covenant law instituted
by Yahweh at Mt Sinai; Divine law established a worship center (tabernacle),
ordained a priesthood in worship and established a religious calendar to regular life

— construction of the Temple, division of responsibilities
among the temple personnel, rise of prophetic movement

» Exilic & Restoration Period — brought renewed emphasis on ritual law and therole
of the priesthood in Hebrew worship in response to foreign exiles



Patriarchal Period (2000-1700 BCE)
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Mosaic Period (1400-1000 BCE)
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Levi's Descendants
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Holy Orders (Ministerial Priesinood)
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