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DaysDays
• Traditional term – a days is the 24 hours associated with a 

calendar date beginning at MIDNIGHT

• Ancient Greece – DAWN until following DAWN

• Egyptian, Jewish, and Roman traditions – SUNSET until 
following SUNSET

• Most pagan and religious festivals are preceded by an “eve”:  
New Year’s Eve, All Hallows’ Eve, Christmas Eve
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Jewish CalendarJewish Calendar
• Jewish holidays actually occur on the same day every year – the 

same day on the Jewish calendar!
• The Jewish calendar has a different # of days than the Roman 

calendar because it is tied to the moon’s cycles instead of the 
sun’s.

The Jewish calendar loses about 11 days/year (based on solar 
calendar) 

• The year number on the Jewish calendar represents the 
number of years since creation – we are in the year 5765.

The "first month" of the Jewish calendar is the month of NISSAN, in 
the spring, when Passover occurs, however, the Jewish New Year 
is in TISHRI, the seventh month.

• Days begin at sunset; holidays begin the evening before the 
start of the calendar day
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Reflection/JournalReflection/Journal
• Read Deuteronomy 16:1-8  

What is the relationship in Israel’s historical memory between 
eating the Passover sacrifice and eating unleavened bread?

• Read Matthew 26:17-30    
Why is an understanding of the Jewish Passover so necessary to 
interpret the meaning of Jesus’ Passion?

• Read Leviticus 23:15-22    
What fruit of my life do I bring to the altar to express my gratitude to 
God?
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