DIOCESE OF VENICE SUSTAINABLE CONSTRUCTION

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES*

All parishes and entities within the Diocese of Venice should follow sustainable practices 

when designing and implementing new construction projects or renovating existing

Church facilities.  The Diocese is committed to demonstrating leadership in this area.

Our goal is to set examples for parishioners using methodologies and products to reduce

our ecological footprint and to conserve resources.

Rationale

On October 1, 2006, the Bishops of Florida through the Florida Catholic Conference

issued an Environmental Commentary titled "Cultivating Care for All Creation". It

noted that in the past 200 years humanity's response as good stewards of the natural

world has not kept pace with the acceleration of global development. It cited specific

problems of global warming and significant quality degradations of the atmosphere,

water, and land caused by human activity, and concludes that the ecological crisis has

assumed such proportions as to be the responsibility of all faithful people of good will.

The document quoted Pope John Paul II as saying: "Faced with the widespread

destruction of the environment, people everywhere are coming to understand that we

cannot continue to use the goods of the earth as we have in the past." The Commentary

closes by stating "The Church encourages simple and efficient living, resource

conservation, education, and public advocacy as the means for growing closer to one

another and to God's creation."
The Commentary included an Action Guide for Parishes and Parishioners. Several

items within it relate to advocacy and resource conservation pertinent to sustainable

construction:

· In support of economic development projects that better protect the environment

and that consume fewer natural resources.
· For church leaders to communicate environmental ethics in religious educational

programs and management decisions of our parishes and church organizations.
· In our choices for energy consumption, and our recycling practices.
· In our lawns and gardens -consider planting native species, and limiting the use

of toxic pesticides.
· In outdoor water practices -do not over-water. ..reduce grass and increase

plant/mulched areas. ..
· In indoor water practices -use water saving devices. ..
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Specific Sustainabilitv Requirements for Construction and Renovation Projects

The following provisions should be implemented for all projects seeking Diocesan

funding assistance:

· When planning new facilities or major renovations to existing facilities, Life

Cycle Cost-Benefit Analysis should be accomplished for all structures and major

components. This involves not only the initial purchase cost but also

consideration of the expected total service life span, plus operating and

maintenance costs. Such "total" costs will likely be significantly less for

resource-conserving systems.
· It is important for architectural, engineering, and construction contractors to have

experience in "Green" and sustainable construction design and project

management. Such experience and a willingness of the firm(s) to design and

implement the project using sustainable building techniques and systems are

major elements that need to be considered in the final selection process.
· Landscape design and installation firms should have experience in implementing

resource-conserving Florida friendly landscaping. Most major landscape design

and installation firms have such experience.

· Structural and mechanical systems and materials that are ecologica1.ly and

environmentally friendly and conserve resources should receive preferential

consideration.

· For new construction projects, parishes are encouraged to seek the highest level of

high performance building certification feasible, not merely the minimum level of

the U. S. Green Building Council LEED standards, and Florida Green Building

Coalition certifications.

· Grants and/or rebates for resource-conserving systems available at the State or

Federal levels should be fully explored. Some of these could be significant in

offsetting costs of conserving systems and equipment.

· It is strongly recommended that pastors seek out parishioners interested in

resource-conservation, and environmental protection to serve on parish project

committees.

· Project planning should include investigation and implementation of educational

program elements for parishioners and visitors on the values of sustainability

aspects of projects that would relate to their own homes and landscapes.

*Prepared by Diocesan Ad hoc Task Force on Church Property and the Environment, November 2006.
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