Good Shepherd Parish – Procedures for Lectors

(revised 8-24-07)

PRIOR TO MASS

(a)  Arrive at the church at least fifteen (15) minutes before Mass, and sign in on the lector check-in list in the sacristy.  This will let the priest/deacon know that a lector for the Mass has arrived.  For those Masses where two lectors are assigned, please sign in on the appropriate line of the check-in list.  The lector should be appropriately dressed to formally participate in the celebration of the Mass (please avoid shorts, jeans, t-shirts, etc).
(b) Check the Lectionary to make sure that the book is open to the correct page for the Mass of the day.  Review the reading(s) briefly (page layout, punctuation).

(c) If the assigned lector(s) have not signed in 15 minutes before Mass, a replacement lector(s) will be chosen.  If you are a lector, but are not assigned to read at the Mass you are attending, please check the list in the sacristy, and if no one has signed in please “check in” with the priest/deacon prior to the start of Mass in case a replacement lector is needed.

(d)  The lector(s) are encouraged to join the extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion in the sacristy for a brief prayer about 10 minutes prior to the Mass as a way of preparing to participate fully in the celebration.

(e) If you cannot lector at the Mass you have been assigned to, please get a replacement and let the Parish Office know by Thursday (prior to the Saturday/Sunday you were scheduled) who is replacing you.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

(a) The lector will not be part of the entrance procession unless there is no deacon present.  In that case, the lector should check with the presider to confirm the absence of a deacon, and to verify that the lector will take part in the entrance procession with the servers and other ministers, carrying the Book of Gospels.  The book should be carried slightly elevated.  On reaching the altar, the lector does not bow, but moves directly to the altar and places the book in the holder on the altar; then before going to his/her seat, the lector should bow to the tabernacle as he/she leaves the sanctuary.

(b) The lector should sit on the “ambo side” of the church – preferably in the far left section of pews (when facing the altar) and near the front so that he/she can move easily to the ambo once the introductory rites have concluded.

(c) The lector goes to the ambo immediately following the opening prayer.  Upon reaching the top of the ramp, (or prior to stepping up into the sanctuary itself if not approaching via the ramp), the lector reverences the tabernacle with a bow.  

(d) At Masses where the Children’s Liturgy of the Word is celebrated (currently 10:15, 12:00 and 6:00) – do NOT go to the ambo immediately following the opening prayer, but instead wait until the adult leader has received the book from the priest.  Then wait to begin the first reading until the children have left the church, otherwise the proclamation will not be heard over the noise of the children leaving.
(e) Make sure the Lectionary is open to the right page.  Look for a moment at the congregation to see that all are ready and listening.  Then begin the proclamation of the Word from the Lectionary (do not use your review sheets).  Read clearly and distinctly, with meaning, and without haste.  Do not introduce the reading by saying, “the first reading is” or “our first reading today is from”.  Rather, introduce the reading by saying “A reading from”.  At the end of the reading, pause for 2 seconds, look up and proclaim:  “The Word of the Lord.”

(f) When people have responded – “Thanks be to God” – there will be a period of silence for meditation.  First, turn the page to the next reading, and then step back from the ambo.  Remain near the ambo, bow your head slightly, and assume a posture of meditative calm.

(g) When the choir begins the Responsorial Psalm, the lector moves reverently from the ambo to a seat in the sanctuary in the area near the credence table.  If there are two lectors scheduled at the Mass, instead of taking a seat in the sanctuary, the first lector will reverence the tabernacle and then return to his/her seat in the assembly.  Be aware that the cantor may be approaching the ambo at this time.  

(h)  The lector will not lead the Responsorial Psalm at a weekend Mass except in very unusual circumstances.  If you are called upon to read the Responsorial Psalm, do so with a clear voice and signal the assembly for their response.

(i) If there are two lectors scheduled for the Mass, the second lector approaches the ambo at the conclusion of the Responsorial Psalm and follows the procedure described in (c), (e) and (f).

(j)  When the Gospel Acclamation begins, the lector should reverence the tabernacle and then carry the Lectionary from the ambo to the stand to make room for the Book of the Gospels.  After placing the Lectionary on the stand, the lector continues to his/her seat in the assembly.

(k) If there is no deacon at the Mass, the lector who proclaims the second reading does NOT leave the sanctuary.  At the start of the Gospel Acclamation, the lector places the Lectionary on the shelf of the ambo and moves reverently to a seat in the sanctuary near the credence table. 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL (only when there is no Deacon)

(a) The lector will already be seated in the sanctuary, and stands with the assembly at the beginning of the Creed.  At the phrase “ascended into heaven”, the lector moves reverently to the ambo and prepares to read the Prayers of the Faithful.  At the 6:00pm Life Teen Mass, the Nicene Creed is generally not used; rather, a sung version of the Apostle’s Creed is used instead.  In that case, the second lector approaches the ambo at the phrase “Yet he rose from the dead, and is seated at the right hand of the Father …”. 
(b)  The presider introduces the Prayers of the Faithful and the lector prays the petitions.  There should be no delay between the presider’s opening of the Prayers of the Faithful and the lector leading the petitions.  Do NOT say, “Please respond Lord, hear our prayer” prior to reading the first petition.

(c)  After the last petition, invite the people to pray in silence for their personal intentions (this is normally indicated on the sheet as the final petition). . .  pause 15 seconds before saying – “We pray to the Lord”.

(d)  The lector remains at the ambo until the presider concludes the Prayer and then returns to his/her seat.
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